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IS ITTODAY OR YESTERDAY?*

‘Is it Today or Yesterday?’is a cumulative project that spans the exhibition ‘23 kilograms’ (curated by Bettina
Malcomess, 25 January - 9 March 2013. West, the Hague, the Netherlands). The project will continue in March
2013 as part of Kuns Nou Nou [Art Now Now], (curated by Anja de Klerk, 1 - 31 March 2013, University of
Stellenbosch Museum, Stellenbosch, South Africa).

This publication is intended as an associative archive that collates images and texts collected and excerpted
during the 23 kilograms exhibition. It is published here mid-process on the event of my departure from the
Netherlands back to South Africa, to be worked on and with as a personal, draft encyclopeadia ** Its structure
is roughly conglomerated in correspondence with a mindmap, featured as part of the ‘Is it Today or Yesterday’

installation at West. .4/("'»“?*“‘) ),ma,'l{t )
1wl 00‘[,\@51& [Nw\\‘

Responding to the quielg:ovocations (in the form of books and other texts left within the exhibition space, or
kevwords traded through conversations with the curator Bettina Malcomess or the other participating artists
Donna Kukama, Siemon Allen and Zen Marie) the fragments circulate passages of thought to do with recent
South African history (roughly 1890 to the present) - preoccupied particularly the upheavals of the mid to late
/0s, the Information Scandal or ‘Muldergate’ and the Soweto student riots.

Much of the scanned material gathered was found at the Zuid Afrika Huis (ZAH) library in Amsterdam with the
help and patience of librarian Corine de Maijer. ZAH is an umbrella institute focused on relations between the
Netherlands and South Africa (SA). Zuid Afrika Huis combines the Netherlands-South African Society (NZAV),
the South African Institute (SAl), the Study Fund Foundation for South African Students and the Maandblad
Zuid-Afrika. Launched in 1881 the history of NZAV is unavoidably awkward as it parallels political
developments within SA. The collection reflects this oscillating allegiance as opponents and oppressors sit
neatly alongside one another as strange bedfellows on the bookshelves.

Interestingly, Eschel Rhoodie, SA Secretary of Information between 1972 and 1977 alleges that NZAV, “listed
as G26-B in the secret programme’” received covert financial support from the South African government'’s
hyvperactive Department of Information, including salary payments to individuals as well as editorial and
distribution fees of the organisation’s ‘house magazine’, Zuid Afrika maandblad. An excerpt from Rhoodie’s
The Real Information Scandal, /1983 with the allegation is featured within this publication. The allegation is
seconded by an excerpt from Burgess & du Plessis (et al.) 1977 p 85, which states that NZAV “allows itself

to criticise aspects of apartheid to disquise its call for support for the machinery that enables it to survive...”.
Burgess & du Plessis’ text was found within ZAH and shows a first loan date of 1979, simultaneously affirming
and disaffirming its own critique by being given shelf-space by an apparent enemy, though the book may have
arrived within the collection later as part of the absorbtion of smaller anti-apartheid archives or libraries.

Certain fragments to be included in a second printing are part of an initial library brought to the Hague from
my personal collection. Others chart slight, opportunistic connections: a book grabbed from my bookshelf

at the last minute by Gilles Deleuze on Baruch Spinoza. who. as it transpired, lived in the Hague from 1670
until his death in 1677, approximately 260 meters from West...small publications on Dutch communes and
‘woongroepe’ found within the apartment of Arianne Olthaar, a friend of West’s owner, Marie José Sondeijker,
a fake wood print from a local hardware store, a letter written in Dutch and an ornate script by C.J.S. Kekana
of Leeuwkraal to ‘station chief’ B. Oonk from 1899 given to me by a cousin of my mother, John Van Berg, who
runs the Museum QOud QOverschie in Rotterdam.

*The title ‘Is it Today or Yesterday?’is a quote from Crispin Hemson who relayed the question as asked (in
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South African wild flowers, as wide in range and varied as the potentialities of this exciting country.
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From Nicholas Ashford
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Mr Robert Mugabe, leader of
the radical Zanu (PF) party,
today began talks with other
party leaders, aimed at form-
ing a bmadfy based Govern-
ment for an independent Zim-
babwe after official confirma-
tion of his sweeping election

victory.

Mr Mugabe, who this morn-
ing was asked by the Governor,
Lord Soames, to form a govern-
ment, has already had talks
with Mr Joshua Nkomo, leader
of the Patriotic Front, and Mr
Tan Smith, leader of the white
Rhodesian Front.

Zanu (PF) won 57 of the 80
black seats in the new House of
Assembly, enough for a com-
fortable absolute majority even
when the 20 seats reserved for
whites are taken into account,

However he told a press
conference today that the new
Government would be “a gatri-
otic Front government” in
which Mr Nkomo’s party would
also take part. Mr Nkomo won
20 seats, leaving only three for
Bishop Abel Muzorewa’s UANC,
This Mugabe-Nkomo partner-
ship would amount to a reyival
of the old Patriotic Front
alliance which fought the
guerrilla war against white rule
and negotiated as a unit at Lan-
caster House.

Mr Mugabe also made it
g:gar. thaé he would m}?iimfir

ing Europeans into ad-
minn:gsu‘a.tion “so as to bring
about a government thar will
be reassuring to all people of
Zimbabwe ”. According to in-
formed sources, he may offer
junior positions in his cabinet
to the Rhodesian Front and the
UANC.

In a broadcast to the nation
tonight, Mr Mugabe said he
hoped to establish a national
front which, in the imerests of
reconciliation, would include
representatives who  were
coopted from other communi-
ties. This government would
adhere to the letter and the
spirit of the Constitution and
would uphold fundamental
rights and freedoms.

Statements from both victors
and vanquished today empha
sized the need for peace, recon-
ciliation and cooperation. At
his press conference, notable
for 1ts conciliatory tone, Mr
Mugabe said he would ensure
that there was a place for
everybody in a mew Zimbabwe.

In his broadcast tonight, he
assured civil servants that their
pension rights would be respec-
ted and said he had received
assurances from senior mem-
bers of the armed forces and
the public service that they
would be prepared to work
under his Government. He
zdded thar he had authorized
Licutenant-Gemeral Peter Walls,
commander of combined opera
tions, to preside over the inte.
gration of the Zanla and Zinra
forces with the Rhodesian
security forces.

NATIONAL RESULT

%

total
Party Votes vote  Seats
NDU 15,056 0.568 —
NFZ 18,794 0.709 —
PF 638,879 24.113 20
UANC 218,307 8277 3
UNFP 5798 0219 —
UPAM 1,181 0.045 —
Zanu 53343 2013 —
Zanu (PF) 1,668,992 62992 57
ZDF 28,181  1.064 —
Total valid votes 2,649,529
Total seats 80

Spoilt papens 52,746
Total pol| 2,702,275 (94 per cent)

Everyone must

accept result’

Mr Nkomo also preferred to
see the election result as the
rriumph of the eold Parriotic
Front alliance. * Together we
have won 77 seats,” he said.
*“What everyone must do now
is to accept the result, which
gives us independence—that is
the central point.”

He said it was essential to
create a stable state with the
cooperation of all possible
groups to provide the founda-
tion of national reconciliation,
But he fought shy of questions
about what possible govern-
mental eiab he w?ﬁh}fask for or
expected to be ed.

Mr lan Smith, who conferred
with the Governor this after-
noon, said that Rhodesians were
used to difficulties and adversi-
ties and knew they would never
solve problems by running away
from them. He said that despite
Mr Mugabe’s Marxist reputa-
tion, he thought the Prime
Minister-Designate was a prag-
matist, He felt it was unlikely
whites would flee the country.

Even Bishop Muzorewa, who
suffered a thoroughly humiliat-
ing defeat only 10 months after
his party had won a landslide
in the “internal settlement”
election, grudgingly accepted
the gutcome.

“I am already on record as
saying that the election was
totally and absolutely unfree
and wunfair and in no way
demonstrated the true will of
all our people in determining
their own future”, he said to-
day. None the less, he had
written to Mt Mugabe to con-
gratulate him on his victory,
hoping that God would guide
him and offering cgoperation.

Tubilant crowds
in townships

The atmosphere in the Salis-
bury African townships today
after the results were officially
announced was exuberant but
not threatening, Jubilant crowds
danced and sang, there was con-
stant cheering and repetition of
the cock-crow (the brilliant

Gchbice of a cockerel as party
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Landslide victory brings Mugabe
overall majority

symbol must have helped Zanu
PF immensely) and little work
seemed to be going on.

Much of the tension visible
during the camﬁ::gn and the
electoral period has died down.
No major incidents have been
reported and contacts between
security forces and guerrillas
in the bush seem to be dwind-
ling, with no sign of the guer-
rillas wanting to leave their
assembly areas,

At his press conference, Mr
Mugabe made it clear he in-
;end‘edhns to retain Genera% Wa%’lls
n his present position for the
time being. “ We have not asked
anyone to resign?”, Nhe sai(ii.
" Everyone stays on, No one is

There would be no victimiza:

By Ian Aitken, Political Editor

The Government yesterday
grudgingly endorsed the Rhod-
esian election results and made
it clear that it would have no
truck with Right-wingers who
condemned them as unrepre-
sentative and unfair,

On the contrary, both Lord
Carrington in the Lords and
his Foreign Office deputy in
the Commons, Sir Ian Gilmour,
said the elections had been
free and fair and that the re-
sult represented the true feel-
ing of the electorate,

_Both Lord Carrington and
Sir Ian were emphatic that Mr
Mugabe had emerged as the

tion or nationalization of private
property ¥, he said. “We will
bring about changes in a
realistic manner.”

He added that the economie
structure of the country was
based on capitalism and ¢ what.
ever jdeas we have for the
future must be bui't on thar
structure *.

His Government would follow
a strictly non-aligned foreign
gnl;cy. imbabwe would also
ave to co-exist with South
Africa on the basis of mutual
recognition of the political
differences between the two
countries, he said,

“South Africa is next door
to us. We cannot get away from

:tl;i"‘t fact even if we wanred

E2: The Guardian(Br), Mar, 5, '80

Ministers endorse results

true choice of the Rhodesian
people, But they were less wili-
ing to congratulate him on his
extraordinary triumph, prefer-
ring to reserve that formalily
until he actually becomes
pime minister of an independ:
ent Zimbabwe.

Sir Ian “told. MPs that he
believed such congratulations
would be in order as soon as
the new government took
office in Salisbury. Lord Carr-
ington suggested that congratu-
lations would be due only
when it could be seen that the
outcome of the election was “a
free and falr multi-racial
society operating in peaceful
conditions,”

E3: The Times(Br), Mar. 5, '80

S Africa starts relationship
on a threatening note

From Ray Kennedy
Johanaesburg, March 4

Mr Pieter Botha, the South
African Prime Minister, todav
set the tone for relations.with
the new black state of Zim-
babwe with a warning to Mr
Robert Mugabe not -to- overstep
the mark.

He said: “ Any neighbour
which allows its territory to be
used for artacks on or the
undermining of South Africa
and its security will have to
face the full force of the repub-
lic’s strength ™.

Possibly there was no coun-
try more surprised by the elec-
tion results than South Africa,
Rhodesia’s closest neighbour.
And there can be little doubt
that Mr Botha was deplorably
badly advised as to the way
things were going there.

South Africa hedged its bets
on Bishop Muzorewa, not gain-
ing an overall majority, but
winning sufficient support to be

in the forefront of a coalition
which  would exclude Mr
Mugabe. This was based on
assessments prepared by the
bright. young men ufy the
Department of Foreign Affairs
and passed on to the Prime
Minister by Mr R. F. Botha, the
Foreign Minister.

It 1s- certain that there will
be bitter recrimination within
the Cabinet, Apart from any-
thing else, it will damage the
Foreign Minister’s own political

restige a¢ & time when he is
ﬁ)cked in ideological battle with
the hard-line leader of the
Transvaal  Nationalists, Mr
Andries Treurnichr.

It could also have a marked
effect on the outcome of nego-
tiations which began in Cape
Town rtoday between the South
African Government and a team
of senior United Nations offi.
cials about the future of South-
West Africa (Namibfa) and the
establishment of & demilitarized
ZONE.

Edited by the Holland Committee on Southern Africa (Angola Comité), Da C

ostastraat 88, Amsterdam, Holland; for subscription terms see back page



THE SOWETO
UPRISINGS:

Counter-memories of June 1976

Sifiso Mxolisi Ndlovu

When the Soweto uprisings of June 1976 took
place, Sifiso Ndlovu, the author of this book,
was a 14-year-old pupil at Phefeni Junior
Secondary School. With his classmates, he
was among the active participants in the
protest action against the use of Afrikaans as
a medium of instruction.

Contrary to the generally accepted views,
both that the uprisings were ‘spontaneous’
and that there were bigger political play-
ers and student organisations behind the
uprisings, Sifisa’s book shows that this was not
the case. Using newspaper articles, interviews with former
fellow pupils and through his own personal account, Sifiso provides

us with a ‘counter-memory’ of the momentous events of that
time.

Sifiso Ndlovu is currently a research specialist at the Centre for
Science Development (CSD) in Pretoria. He has an MA in History
from the University of Natal at Pietermaritzburg.
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Page 3

Parents stand firm

in language_ row

By Don Manaka
MEADOWLANDS par-
ents have stood by their
decision of  rejecting
Afrikaans as a medium of
instruction in their schools
and have asked the
BophuthaTswana Govern-
ment to pursue the matter
further with the South
African Government.

This was after hearing a
report of talks between the
Bophuthatswana Gaovern-
ment and the South African
Prime Minister, Mr B J
Vorster, at a heated meeting
at Thutolore Secondary
Schoal, Zone One,
Meadowlands, yesterday.

CIRCULAR

They asked the Tswana
Urban Representative, Mr S
L L Rathebe, to ask the
Bophuthatswana Govern-

Bls.dcrwis S?e_n.Ko\J:a:t'e. haaked oo hpg

G B educaton

deberning ot  eolucashon

ment 1o take the matter fur-
ther with the Central
Government.

They said in the mean-
time a circular issued by the
Tswana School Board in
January that the Tswana
children should be taught
through the medium of
English should stand.

The  Bophuthatswana
Government took up
the question of the
medium of instruction in
Meadow-lands with the
Central Government after
the chairman of the
Meadowlands Tswana
School Board, Mr J M
Peele and the former
chairman, Mr A A Letlape

were expelled. Shortly

thereafter the entire
Meadowlands School
Board resigned.

.

Mrs Elizabeth Mathope: "I we allow
our children to be taught in Afrikaans
all they can bacome is ministars of

the Dutch Reformed Church?

Mrs Elizabeth Mathope
told the meeting: “We pay
for the education of our
children and we should
determine their educa-
tion.”

Wk poy

ar daldrty and we shoulds

The Wortd € Mach [A7C

We welcomed the highly competitive spirit and conscientiousness
that existed in this class of 1975-1976. We knew from our tests,
exams and other forms of assessment, that we were a highly effi-
cient and successful class.

During these formative days of the uprisings we discussed stu-
dent issues only — issues that affected us directly in the school

and classroom. This included authoritarianism and the absence
of channels, through which we could talk to the inspectorate and
other relevant officials of the regional department of Bantu
Education or through which we could seek redress for our griev-
ances. We held several unsuccessful meetings with our prefects,
teachers, principal and a junior representative from the regional
office. As early as February and March, leading local, black news-
papers and some parents and teachers, were, like us, very con-
cerned about using Afrikaans as a_medium_of instruction in
black schools. Suid - Afrlkaanse Instituut
Keizersgracht 141
1015 CK Amsterdam

May 1976

I do not remember any liberation movement, such as the Black
Consciousness Movement or the South African Student Movement
(SASM) contributing to our daily meetings and discussions. In
short, as students we faced our destiny and problems. After a
month or two on a go-slow with no solution in sight, we decided to
embark on an official class boycott which commenced in mid-May.
As the Joe's Burg column in The World newspaper correctly point-
ed out, Afrikaans as a medium of instruction was ‘a killer subject’.

We had to use unorthodox methods to convince our teachers and
principal that we were serious. I remember one incident when we
dumped various Maths, Geography and Biology textbooks written
in Afrikaans, at our principal's office and when he emerged from
the pile at his door. The incident was comical. I could not help
laughing. A few days later, other schools in the vicinity decided to
join us. These included Belle Higher Primary Schools in which
the Standard Five pupils were affected by the directive of using
Afrikaans as a medium of instruction. But some of these schools
soon returned to class after being sweet-talked by various
authorities.

6

THE WORLD, Friday, February 13, 1976

Now | know
why teachers

want to get out

1 HAVE BEEN wondering
why so many of my friends
in the teaching profession
have been phoning me des-
perately asking me to let
them know if I heard of a
clerical position some-
where.

After a closer look at the
latest directive from the
Department of Black
Education I can appreciate
the frustrations of these
ladies and gentlemen!

According to a teacher in
this burg - one of the many
who are threatening to
resign and join industry —
the department is pushing
Afrikaans down their
throats, expecting sec-
ondary schools to teach 50
percent of their subjects in
Afrikaans.

“You just look at the
Junior Certificate and
Matriculation results and
you don’t have to look far
to realise that Afrikaans is
the killer subject. And the

principals can tell you what
a sweat it is to get teachers
willing to offer Afrikaans,
let alone being capable and
qualified to teach it,” said
the teacher.

The situation is really
bad when one considers
the decision by members
of the Meadowlands
Tswana School Board to
resign en bloc. :

And if I know old
man Letlape and the
determined Mr Joe Peele,
both executives of the

Meadowlands board, they

really mean business when
they say they have the full
backing of all the Tswana

boards. And the depart-
ment will be faced with a

serious situation if the par-
ents come up and elect the
same men onto the boards.

It could go on and on and

in the end it is the poor
students who are going to
suffer!

FIRM STAND
While I am fully behind
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the Meadowlands board
for their firm stand in refus-
ing to have their students
do half their subjects in
Afrikaans and the other
half in English, 1 would also
like to sound a word of
advice to the members of
the boards.

If you expect any co-
operation from the teach-
ers you must also assist

‘them when you are still in

power. Far too many school
board members tend to
bully teachers and boast
that they are the bosses.
This is one time that you
should effectively stand
together. )
And just to give you an
idea of how Mathematics
would sound in Afrikaans

here we go: “Die loodregte
Iyn is die kortste van al
dwarslyne wat kan geteken
 word vanaf buite 'n ge-

noemde dwarslyn.”
educatuen, as G 1176
L AE
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THE WORLD, June 3, 1976

Continued on page 12

School strike over

Hundreds of kids return to
classes this morning

THE STRIKE by more than 2 000
Soweto pupils which started with one
Orlando West school almost three
weeks ago and spread to another six
schools, is virtually over today.

Pupils from Belle, Thulasizwe and
Pimville Bantu Higher Primaries are back
in class today while at least half the striking
pupils at Emthonjeni Higher Primary have
returned.

By this morning it was only the form one
and two pupils at Phefeni Junior Secondary
who were still remaining out of class.

Pupils at the Senaoane Junior Secondary
who were the latest to join the strike this
week were unsure of whether to return to
class or not early today: X

Pupils at the seventh school in Diepkloof
who joined the strike last week are also
back at school taday.

Although the Emthonjeni and Belle
pupils have returned to class they seem to
have won a minor victory.

It is reported by the pupils that they have
gained the assurance that both mathematics

stadants

and social studies — the two subjects taught in
Afrikaans which led to the strike — will be
suspended for the present.

The principal of Thulasizwe Higher
Primary School, Mr L. Mguni, said yester-
day that he was happy that at least the stu-
dents were learning, even if they had
dropped some subjects.

“They are now doing only five subjects
but it's better than nothing,” he said.

He said this was the result of a meeting
with pupils where they were convinced to
go hack to classes as the June examinations
were about to start,

Meanwhile it has been reported that the
controversy will have a sequel in
Parliament tomorrow, when Mr M C
Botha, Minister of Bantu Education, is to
answer a series of questions from Dr Alex
Boraine, MP, of the Progressive Reform

party.

The questions will be based on the back-
ground to the strike and whether the
matter is receiving attention from the
Government.
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The route of the Soweto march

Mofolo
North

Central Western

Jabavu
— J (o} '__MF“UT'_HI__.‘ — e
e .17"/’.
I MORRIS ISAACSON
HIGH
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THE WORLD, Monday, May 24, 1976

upils
strike
THE 1 600 striking Soweto schoolchildren
toduy defied their parents who at a week-
end meeting in Orlando West decided they
should return fo school. The pupils, from
go into class this morning.

The pupils are from Phefeni Junior
Secondary (form one and two), and the
Standard five anél ml:m one pupils at Belle,
Thulasizwe and Emthonjeni Higher Prin
Schools. s i S 2

They began their strike last week in

protest at having to study mathematics and
social studies through Afrikaans

MILLING

Early today the striking pupils were
milling around their schools in Orlando but
would not go into class. L

At a packed parents’ meeting in the town-
ship over the weekend it was decided that
the pupils should return to school while the
whole matter is being looked into.. 1

Last week the circuit inspector of Bantu
Education, Mr M C De Beer, said he was
taking no action against the striking pupils
because he was “in no position to force the
pupils” to go to school. -
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resources and facilities. But
the use of Afrikaans the follow-
ing year as a medium of
instruction soon compounded
the issues. What were initially
problems that related to the
lack of facilities and resources,
now became epistemological
and ideological issues which
included the (abjuse of language
and power. As we were not
benefiting from this situation,
we asked ourselves: What is
the use of studying something
that does not make sense to
you, does not sustain your
quest for knowledge and does
not improve your critical facul-
ties?” According to me these are
classroom issues and they
needed people with first-hand
experience to articulate them;
hence our determination to use
passive resistance as a tool to
put our grievances to the
authorities.

One has to also point out the
problematic manner in which
the terms ‘student’ or ‘pupil’

0085 u
M- pocks ‘.wtg? i '"Fr';n“'tw
k. 'y s g (B80S
Igens ol

by 16 o wotd

are used when discussing the
origins of the uprisings. These
terms are used simplistically,
in a way that does not highlight
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and take into cognisance the various differences among us. We
were not a homogeneous group. Students from the various high
schools in Soweto were not at first interested in our plight and
struggle, as they were using English as a medium of instruction.
They carried on with their studies as if nothing was happening
during the formative, crucial days leading to the uprisings. |
remember that in my school the senior students, Form Three (Std
Eights), were both aloof and dismissive towards us. The Form
Four and Form Five students from our high school and our
neighbours, Orlando West High (popularly known as Matseke)
were equally uninterested. The majority of the senior students
were very reactionary and perceived us as young upstarts and
delinquents who were interfering and disturbing ‘normal’ school-
ing. Therefore like the Tsietsies? of those early days, they simply
went on with their studies in March, April, May and early June
1976 without questioning the status quo.

To elaborate, one should note that during the early period, that
is prior to June, the student leaders that later emerged — like
Tsietsie Mashinini, Khotso Seathlolo, Dan Montsitsi, Murphy
Morobe and representatives of South African Students’
Movement — were not involved in our struggle. This is because
they were senior high school students who were not affected.
They were exempted by the Ministry of Bantu Education from the
‘Afrikaans as medium’ directive. They were among the last group
using English as a medium of instruction in black secondary and
high schools. Furthermore, historical fiction films such as
Sarafina and Cry Freedom and other media wrongly assume that -
the students of Morris Isaacson High School in Central Western
Jabavu played a crucial role in events leading up to 16 June
1976. This is because the dominant leaders of Soweto Students’
Representative Council (SSRC) were from this high school,
including its first president Tsietsie Mashinini®. This
representation is not correct. The SSRC was formed early in

15




from the principal, teachers or the inspectorate... What happened was that the
Form Threes were fully aware of the situation on the day-to-day basis... There
was no other way but for them to join us and guide us or help us [as seniors]
to get the problem sorted out. But the way things were going, they would be
with us at a particular time and be on the other side at another particular time.
We expected them to down their pens [and not to write their June half-yearly
exams]. We wanted full sympathy from them, not a half-baked type of thing.
They carried on with their studies [and began to write their June exams during
the first week of June] whilst nothing was being resolved, so we decided to go
inside the exam room and tore up the exam papers, and forced them out the
classrooms. That is exactly when things started to get sour now — they then
officially joined us because they had no option...

At home most of the parents were aware about what was happening at
PJSS, about the class boycotts, but | can understand as to why the parents
could not get involved as | see the situation now. The parents were totally
not involved with the running of the school then. They said to us they do
understand the situation we are facing, we should just try and fight on until
the situation is resolved... | should think fear was [overwhelming] them
because you will hear from a mother or father that we will get into serious
trouble with the authorities...

From various newspaper reports it is clear that both the white
government and the local government in Soweto, controlled
through the auspices of the discredited and reactionary Urban
Bantu Coucil (UBC), were out of touch with the situation right up
to the actual day of the uprisings. They spent their time trying
to legitimise themselves, implementing misguided, futile and
undemocratic policies. From The World newspapers we have several
reports that reflect on these issues.

What happened was that [by word of mouth] news spread around Soweto
that students at PJSS are fighting within themselves [Form Twos and
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THE WORLD, Wednesday, June 16, 1976

UBC men in new
school row

COUNCILLORS WHO

ggﬂmﬂﬁew
discuss the elfnrm':
of { ‘Alitkaans " taschiy
in schools are mot
pulling out of the issue -
but, they say they will not
sccept the el deput:

Councillors  Lennox

Mionzi and Leonard
Mosala said last night that

they plan to see the Chief

Director of the West Rand
Administration Board to
ask him to reject the depu-
tation which was appointed
after they and others
walked out of the meeting.
“ILLEGAL”
They said that the
deputation, appointed to
meet the Minister of
Bantu  Education and
Development, Mr M C
Botha, was “illegal”
because it was appointed at
a meeting which was not
properly constituted.
Councillors stormed out
of the meeting — leaving

only nine councillors pre-

sent — after Councillor
David Thebehali threw his
name plaque at Mr Mosala
No decision had been
taken when the councillors,
members of Progressive

Party led by Mr Mlonzi and -

of makgotla under Mr
Sw,ftriad Manthata walked
ou ; et

Mr Mosala said other

~ councillors were not taking
‘the controversy seriously.
“What happened at the

meeting would not have
happened if we were all
serious about the matter.
They shouldn’t play around
with an issue like this one.

“They have failed to

realise that this is a burning
issue which needs immedi-
ate attention. I doubt if we
shall serve with them again
after what they have done.

We were trying our best to
solve our children’s prob-
lems,” Mr Mosala said.

Mr Mlonzi said the chair-

man, Mr T J Makhaya,
* should not have allowed

the meeting to continue
after that walk-out.

~ He said another meeting
should be called immedi-

ately to continue the strug-
gle against teaching in
Afrikaans in schools.
PREPARED
_“We are prepared (o
fight the matter but we

won’t stand abuse from

fellow councillors” Mr
Mionzi said. :

‘He said he was going to

see Mr Manie Mulder

~“because the deputation
‘appointed was not dem-

ocratically elected. T will
also apologise to what
happened at the meeting,
The procedure was to
adjourn the meeting for
about 15 minutes and if
after that there was still
no quorum, the meeting
Sl;?l.l_ld have been called
0 .“

UBC  mansdsess SWW’K o meoking “Thay
waindasns o meeh (ENAPY, G O, Ha L
e ARAlcoond tea ol s a lowm'wj meactter
Hat reeds i : atlantion . \6”5\-‘\9‘
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Threes]. Other senior secondary schools like Orlando West High and
Orlando High in Orlando East sent some messages saying that there
should not be any fights among us. And then we had a meeting, it was on
a Monday [June 14] whereby Seth addressed all of us and said that on
Wednesday most of the schools in Soweto will come and assemble at our
school from where we will stage a march. They [other schools] will come
and assemble at our school from where we will stage a march, they will
come and support the fight we are having with the Department of Bantu
Education and the inspectorate and to stage a march. We will raise plac-
ards and the stuff to say to the authorities that Afrikaans as a medium of

instruction should be done away with.

The march was going to be [an easy-going thingl... whereby female students
will wear our trousers or their fathers’ trousers and we will wear our sisters’
dresses — it would be like a Guy Fawkes thing and we would go around
Soweto making other statements... We laughed about the matter, we were
frustrated and some students who had a sense of humour wanted us to release
the tension creatively. It never turned out that way. Most of the students from
other schools turned out in their full school uniforms. We did not take notice
of them when they came to our school. What happened was that in other
schools, when they decided to leave their premises to come and join us, the
principals and the teachers in their schools did not know that the students
were going to meet en masse. Teachers and principals became concerned
with the situation and followed their students as their roads were leading to

PJSS.

Where this school is situated you can actually see the Orlando Police
Station across the railroad there. | should think that one of our teachers or
the principal telephoned the police to sort of monitor the movement of the
students — and the police were also amazed... It was very peaceful,
nobody had a stick, stone or anything — all we wanted to do was to stage
the march and then come back... We then converged at our school, then

the route of the march was mapped out...
Continued on page 34
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Schoolchildren marching through the streets of
Soweto on 16 June 1976.

Students express their anger against Afrikaans
as medium of instruction.
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students who went into exile. As they were caught by surprise
and were underprepared by this exodus of a large number of stu-
dents, they cannot claim that they were instructive in organising
the June uprisings.

In fact, initially the students went into exile looking for a sym-
bolic ‘home’ in the various camps, since they were not recruited
by the liberation movements, their reception was chaotic in most
cases. There were various splinter groups which came into place
within the liberation movements. Their major aim was to win the
hearts and minds of this new, highly radical but politically im-
mature support base. The different factions also wanted to push
their own agendas for leadership within these movements. As
soon as students recognized this and the tension caused by their
presence, they set up their own organisations in exile. One can
argue that the ANC managed to regroup and rise above fac-
tionalism. The PAC, however, was never able to recover and one
suspects that its poor showing in the present-day South African

political scene has internal dynamics which can be traced back
to this era.

Themba Molefe, a political correspondence for the Sowetan
newspaper. provides us with the following chronology and back-
ground to the events prior to 16 June 1976 upon which I base my
counter-memories. This also includes his article based on eye-
witness accounts from the Sowetan archives®.
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Thls is what led to the

By Themba Molefe
Political Correspondent

In 1974 the Southern Transvaal
regional depmmem of Bantu
Education issued a directive that

tion in black junior secondary
schools - on a 50-50 basis with:

English. :

This generated widespread
protests from teacher organis-
ations and school boards inside
and outside Soweto,

Educationists saw the directive
as a contradiction (o a statement
made the previous year by the
then Secretary for Banwu
Education, the fate Dr H Jvan
Zyl, who had made it clear that
the medium of instruction in
schools should be decided by the
individual school boards in con-
sultation with himself personally.

He had stated that it was not in MR}'

the interests of the pupils to have
two mediums of instruction.
‘This is what happened:
sFollowing the 50-50 language
directive in late 1974, school
boards and teacher organisations
made representations to the
Minis-ter of Bantu Education Mr
C Botha for a decision against this
*In May 1975 the joint north-
ern and southern Trans-vaal
school boards elected a commit-
tee 1o take up the issue again with

- the: Department of Bantu

Education.
*The committee subsequently
had af least one meeting with Van

Zyl but returned home dissatis-

fied.
*During 1975 several school

boards ordered  their s:'hools o
Afrikaans be a medium of instrue-  ignore:

school.bmrds were told in no

uncertain terms to toe the line of

the Department of Bantu
Education. Most school boards
relented.

oIn February 1976 the dispute
surfaced when two members of
the Meadowlands Tswana School
Board in Soweto were fired by the
Regional Director of Bantu
Education, Mr W C Ackerman.

The entire school board
igned in sympathy.

*Soweto secondary school
then took the matier up on
17 1976 when the Form One
(Std 6) and Form Two (Std 7)
pupils refused to attend classes
until their demands to have the
Afrikaans order withdrawn were
met.

*Within a week three schools
had qu:d the Phefeni Junior
Secondary in boycotting classes.
Already. about 1 600 pupils had
been affected.

At that  stage the
Bantu Education inspectorate
responsible for those schools
refused to get involved saying

6 ot

the policy bad been laid down.
by the Government.

*By the end of May 1976
seven schools involving more
than 2 000 pupils had joined the
strike but many later returned
to classes. Only the Phefeni
pupils were left sticking Lo their

baycoti
*By Menday 14 June 1976
plans for a massive pupil
demonstration were heard of.
After consistently refusing to
even consider hearing black par-
ents and teacher represmuum

schools if they do not want to be
taught in the language chosen by
the Government?

“The Afrikanérs were also
forced by the English to learn
their language.”

On June 15 1976 Soweto
awoke to find schools teaming
with police.

A councillor in the then Urban
Bantu Council, Mr Leonard
Mosala, warned that another
“Sharpeville”™ could occur in
Soweto over the enforcing of
Afrikaans as a medium of instruc-
tion.

On 16 June the United Nations
Security Council  demanded
answers after hearing that South
African Police bullets had claimed
the lives of 40 unarmed school
children;
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An estlmated ten thousand Soweto schoolchlldren assembled
to protest and march on 16 June 19786.

THE WORLD, Friday, June 18, 1976

Botha defends Ianguage rule

SUBJECTS are taught in
“English only” at seven of the
senior secondary schools in
Soweto which took part in
demonstrations against A fri-
kaans as a medium of i instruction,
the Minister of Bantu Education,
Mr M C Botha, said last night.
Only one high school offered
one subject — history up to Form
Three — through the medium of
Afrikaans.

“The alleged aversion to

Afrikaans as a medium can

hardly be the only reason for

the demonstrations,” the Minis-
ter said in a lengthy statement
defendmg the 50-50 language

requirement.

His department had certain
responsibilities to consider in its
approach to medium of instruc-
tion and could not simply accede

~ to policy by “popular request”.
The equal treatment of the

two official languages as
entrenched in the constitution.

® The predominance of one
official language over the other
changed from region to region.

“Introduction of one of the lan-
guages as sole medium of
instruction would adversely
affect the region where the
other language predominates.”
® The introduction of a

"‘forelgn language” as medium

in the primary school was a
backward step educationally
with which the department
would not like to be associ-

ated: Concept formation and

understanding at this stage

takes place best through the

vernacular.
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fo school

Tsretsue Mashmmi plctured

after a meeting of students at |
Morris Isaacson High School,
Soweto, yesterday. He was

elected chairman of the new
~ Soweto Students’
| Repreeen__tatwe C_ouncﬂ Ly

by DUMA NDLOVU

terday.

" THE WORLD, August2 1976

Kids told — get back

The meetlng was attend-
ed by more than 200 par-

Isaacson, “who i

the

~ regional president ‘of the

South African Students’

- Movement and chairman
of the body representing
students in matters con-

cerning the present rift,

~ urged students to go back
- to school today so that a
- solution could be found.

~ “We can only conquer

when we have a strong
standpomt and stand as

_one. -

Morris Isaacson

~ UNITE
~ Another student, Murphy

- Morobe, urged fellow stu-

dents to unite.

He also said the students »
Were ‘going ‘to meet at .
“High .
- School this morning and
- discuss what ‘was to be_
Srdomest e Vel
.+ ' He urged all j ]umor secon- |

~ daries and high schools to

- send two representatives to |
SOWETO STUDENTS'

were yesterday urged to go
back to school and solve
their problems from within.
Parents and students said
this at a three hour meeting
called by Soweto’s Black
Parents’ Assocmtxon yes—l*

’ 'sxder the problems of the

~ students.

ents and students and was

intended to solve problems

arising from the present sit-

~ uation in Soweto schools.
Tsietsie Mashinini, a

matnc student at Morns

“Our future today is

-bemg determined by the
- students. That is why we

have to con31der them. We

- should meet them and get

to know their programme

and then work alongsxde
, them ” he said.

Police action was strong-

ly criticised.

. PROTEST i
At the end of the meet-

ing the parents and stu-
~ dents were called upon by

Dr Manas Buthelezi, chair-

~ man of the BPA, to make ,_
- resolutions.

Some of the pomts whlch,_

~ arose were:

® The immediate release‘”

- of all detained students.

(It was also stated that
although the mester of
Justice, Mr Jimmy
Kruger, had glven an
~assurance to this effect
students were stlll bemg

S ‘detained.)

_ . The total scrappmg of
the meeting, to start at 9 am o

- the Bantu Educatlon

i syStedn,

- @ Members of the BPA
~ SASM, and all other
~ T Bk organisations, par-
~ Mr Clarence Mlokotl
i,_prmCIpal of the Dahwonga
- Secondary School in Dube,
. called on parents to con-

‘ents and students, to
~ march together in protest

& ’agamst the arrests of stu-

~ dents.
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‘Would there be no hope, he wanted to know, of African nation-
alists accepting compromise to relieve the tension which now
exists between them and Afrikaner nationalists? What about a
fair partition of the land ? The Afrikaners would never be satis-
fied, he told me, unless they were assured of their ‘piece of holy
land’ where they would give expression to their national as-
pirations.

Regardless of this man’s ideas — quite impractical to my
mind — there was a sense of urgency, concern and vitality in
the way he spoke. He was a restless man, free of the complacency
which seems to haveseized most of his generation in South Africa.

For this condition I blame the Dutch Reformed Churches,
the National Party, the Broederbond, the Afrikaans Press, and
all the important institutions of Afrikanerdom, These are the
agents which exercise the greatest influence upon the most im-
portant section of this country’s youth.

Young Afrikaners are closer to the reins of political power
than the rest of their generation. If they could open their
mouths, their voices would be listened to at the highest level.
But they are not likely to do anything like this. In this sense
South Africa has been even more cruel to them than to their
counterparts in other sections of the community.

The institutions I listed above have drilled Afrikaner youth
to a point where they are without the will or the desire to see the
stamp of their youth on the programmes and projects that this
country undertakes. In my view, my Afrikaner contemporaries
are getting a raw deal. The grip of authority on the minds of
black youth is not as tight as it is on theirs.

The very conditions under which we live incite us to insub-
ordination. Just being an African in itselfis almost illegal. There
are too many laws which we cannot humanly obey. As a result,
instead of striving to obey, we spend more time thinking about
how to disobey and get away with it.

Unfortunately, the rumblings of discontent which develop
among young blacks are put down severely. Hundreds of Afri-
can students have been expelled from schools for organising
against authority. I am sure that similar actions by Afrikaner
students would end up in proper round-table consultations in-
stead of mass expulsions.
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AFRIKANER YOUTH GET A RAW DEAL
(writtenin 1964)

As the pressures mount against South Africa it is becoming plain
to everybody, of all shades of opinion, that this country cannot
stay as it is today. The result is that on all sides people are com-
ing forward with plans for change. Some say ‘one man, one
vote,” others speak of ‘one civilised man, one vote,” and others
again have still more novel plans.

Even the National Party is planning for big changes. With
the Afrikaans churches, press and cultural organisations, it is
bent on changing the face of South Africa to fit the pattern of
separate development.

Nobody, it seems, believes the country can stay as it is.

In the circumstances, one would expect the younger people
of South Africa to be in an intellectual ferment. One would ex-
pect the students of Pretoria and Wits., of Fort Hare, Stellen-
bosch and the University of Cape Town to be asking bold and
vital questions (as indeed many of them were until recently).
But now there is little of this. We can hardly speak of the South
African youth, for there is nothing to distinguish young South
Africa from the mass of the Republic’s population. There are
no trends which can be said to represent an advance on the
thinking of our older generations.

We seldom hear of young architects doing something new, or
of young people writing with a new vigour and hope. We can’t
even produce a set of Beatles. In fact, the youth of this country
seems to be as old as the hills compared with their counterparts
in Europe and England. Even young Russians seem to be doing
better than our lot. I hear they are successfully forging ahead
with their jam sessions in open defiance of their country’s opposi-
tion to jazz.

There are, to be sure, a few odd voices here and there. The
Afrikaans journalist I met this week, for instance. He was earn-
estly seeking answers to one of our most urgent questions.
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It would be silly to suggest that the Government is to blame
entirely for the dearth of avant-garde thinking among non-Afri-
kaner youth. There must be many other reasons. It is true, how-
ever, that Afrikaner youth, because of its closeness to authority,
is in the best position to give impetus to some new and vigorous
thinking in our generation.

THE HAZARDS OF TOO MUCH EDUCATION

Many of us on this side of the colour line know that education is
a useful thing. We also know that to be educated can become a
liability if you are black in South Africa. For there is a growing
number of us whose education has become the cause of constant
frustration.

These are men who have the qualifications to take some of
the country’s best-paying jobs and do them well. But their black-
ness creates problems which few employers are willing to put up
with. On the other hand, these men would not fit readily into
employment normally set aside for blacks. A man who is a train-
ed psychologist will find it painful to spend his life stamping
passes in a Bantu Affairs office even if the pay is reasonably good
and he is crowned with the title of Chief Clerk.

I have a friend, for instance, who holds three degrees, includ-
ing an MA in psychology. One of his earliest jobs, more than
ten years ago, was with a research organisation. He had only
two degrees then and was employed as a research assistant. In
spite of his degrees, he earned less than some white tram drivers.

‘What is more,” he told me, ‘we went on record as temporary
assistants regardless of our qualifications. All of us who were
black were permanently temporary.’

If my friend had not been so well educated he might have
stayed in this job for life. But the ceiling was too close to his head,
so he left. He subsequently became a public relations man on
the African market divisions of several big firms. His were exe-
cutive positions, once with a monthly salary of R346 plus various
allowances which raised it to R460. By then he had got his MA
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who the members of the Transkei Cabinet are and what they
are about when they leave Johannesburg. Their visit is nearing
its end now and they are still carefully isolated from the people.

MENTAL CORROSION

‘Amos,’ said the Bantu Commissioner to his African interpreter,
‘will you ask these boys if they want to take those girls for their

Jawfully wedded wives. . .?°

The interpreter fired the question at 15 men standing in a
group opposite their brides. The men answered in chorus: “Ye-

bo, yes.’

This is one of a spate of stories which I have been hearing in
Soweto since the Bantu Laws Amendment Bill became the sub-
ject of public discussion. The Government, like the Bantu Com-
missioner in the story above, appears to be unaware of the hu-
man being beneath the black skin in its dealings with Africans,

Africans are naturally worried about the provisions of the
Bantu Laws Amendment Bill, But they are much more amazed
at the state of mind in which white South Africa must be to pro-

duce such a law.

Like the Soweto salesman who said to me: “You’d think they
live in another world; a world without wives and husbands, or

children and family life. T don’t think they even see us.’

Telling stories such as that of the Bantu Commissioner, they
point out that the Bill is part of a process which has been corro-
ding white minds in South Africa over the years. They see the
Bill, and the massive indifference of the white electorate to its
introduction, as being remarkable only as the latest and most

dramatic evidence of this.

The tendency to treat Africans as labour and not as indivi-
duals, human beings with human sentiments and desires, is de-

vastating.

Among the hardest hit are family men who, only five years
ago, had to demolish their homes in Sophiatown. They built
new homes in Soweto or moved into Government-built houses

and began improving them at great expense.
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thousands of them, who don’t eat three meals a day. There are
homes where husbands give instructions that visitors are not to
be served with tea, however long they may stay. That is the

bleaker, more depressing face of this place. But then Soweto has
many faces.

For instance, the number of large American cars never fails to
amaze outsiders, There are streets in which every other house
has a car in the yard. Admittedly, some of them don’t go, but
they are there all the same. The man of the house is able to say,
“You can’t miss my place, there’s a black Chev in the yard,’ even
if the poor thing has been on bricks for a decade.

As long as that car remains there, the world will know that
the ‘man of the house’ once had his spell of gracious living. For
this is the way of things in Soweto; a pattern of uneventful,
austere living occasionally interrupted by ‘great moments.” It
may be one hectic night, one roaring weekend, or the good liv-
ing may last for a whole year.,

You see this in the drinking sessions. A man will take his whole
week’s pay and buy drinks for half a dozen of his friends. ‘Fill
the table and count the empties,” he will say to the shebeen
queen. The idea seems to be to live well while you can and face
the troubles of tomorrow when they come.

-There are other people whose ‘moments of life’ come in a
different way. The girls, for example, who begin to live when
they get into their Sunday best and go to a wedding. Others
will spend much of their pay on black shawls to be worn at a
celebrity’s funeral at the weekend.

All the time the pattern is the same. People live haphazardly,

in snatches of a life they can never afford to lead for long, let
alone for ever.
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I know a man who has been building a home in Dube for the
past four years. He stints and saves and, as he can afford it, adds
a little more.

In terms of the Bill, such people will soon be in danger of be-
ing sent out of their homes once more should they lose their jobs.

SNATCHING AT THE GOOD LIFE

At a glance, Soweto looks dull and lifeless. Almost all the houses
are built to the same pattern — thousands upon thousands of
small match-box cottages separated from each other by wire
fencing. In some parts the fence even looks like an emergency
camp.

Yet there are few places I know which are as lively as this
complex of multiple townships where 500 000 Africans have
been housed by Government decree.

There are people, no doubt, who grumble that Soweto is too
far from town and the factories where everybody works; that
many of the homes are still without electricity although Africa’s
biggest power station lies next door.

One man complained to me that neighbours tend to keep to
themselves in Soweto because their homes are fenced in and
cach has its private toilet. It’s not like Sophiatown, where you
used to meet your neighbours for a chat as you went to the com-
munal lavatories.

Some people resent Soweto because it is not a place of their
choice. They would prefer to find their own homes according to
their own tastes and means, Some Africans even stretch their
hair and acquire Coloured names in order to qualify for houses
in places other than Soweto.

Yet, in spite of all this, Soweto lives. It lives precariously,
sometimes dangerously, but with relentless will to survive and
make the best of what I think is an impossible job. Soweto lives
fitfully, mainly at the weekend, but it also lives for a few hours
during the week.

Not many people earn much money here. There are people,
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sjamboks or dig his back with knives. ‘Yellow cowardice’ is the
better label.

THE ECONOMY AND US

Johannesburg appears to be getting bogged down in a labour
crisis. Only this week, a report from the Chamber of Industries
said there was a ‘surprisingly high demand’ for African skilled
workers. Meanwhile, the City Council has decided to employ
white women bus conductors to relieve its manpower problem.

One would have thought the shortage of workers would in-
duce the Government to scrap its absurd work-reservation laws.
For there are scores of young African men, trained as builders
and carpenters, who are not allowed to work outside the town-
ships. Many are employed by the council at rates which are
pathetically low compared with what their skills could com-
mand in the open market.

These laws are of use to nobody. The white workers do not
need them because there is full employment among whites. In-
dustry has repeatedly rejected them, and the Government itself
is steadily giving ‘white’ jobs to Africans.

The only purpose they serve is to confuse and embitter a lot
of people. I know of several young men who qualified at the
City Council’s Vocational Training School for Africans in So-
weto, and who went to work as labourers instead of artisans. I
also know at least one who settled for the business of robbing
banks after leaving school.

It happened in Durban. I telephoned a booking office for a
train ticket to Johannesburg.

‘Could you please reserve a seat for me on the Wednesday
night train to Johannesburg ?’ I asked.

Booking Clerk: Certainly, sir, will you hold the line a minute ?

Me: Yes.

BC (after a while) : Are you there sir? I’'m afraid the Wednes-
day train is fully booked, sir.
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Me: What about Thursday morning ?

BG: I’ll go and see, sir. Will you hold on again?

Me: Yes.

BG: Are you there, sir? Yes, I can put you on the Thursday
morning train. What is the name, sir ?

Me: Nathaniel Nakasa.

BG: Did you say MacArthur, sir? Could you spell it please?

Me: N-A-K-A-S-A, Nakasa.

BG: What nationality would that be?

Me: African.

BC: Damn it! Why the hell didn’t you tell me in the begin-
ning that you are a native ?

Me: I’'m sorry, sir, I didn’t. . .

BG: Shut up! Jy lieg!

There is obviously some difference between railway booking
clerks and garage owners. I say this because, last week, I went
to buy a tyre for my car near the Magistrate’s Court and some-
thing unusual happened.

The white man at the garage did not lift his eyes from the in-
voice book he was scribbling on. Quite matter-of-factly he said:
‘What can I do for you sir?’ I told him I needed a new tyre and
he advised me to get a retread. Then he called to his African
assistant: ‘George, please go with this boss to his car and bring
his old tyre from the boot.’

I looked around to see if a white customer had perhaps ap-
peared behind me. There was nobody else in the place. This
was it! For once in my life, I was being elevated to the status of
a boss.

I heard later that this garage is doing a roaring business with
Africans, especially taxi-drivers, who call regularly for their
soothing ration of ‘sir’ and ‘boss’.

THE ISOLATED VISITORS
This week, thanks to Chief Kaiser Matanzima’s visit to Johan-
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FACELIFT APARTHEID

SOUTH AFRICA AFTER SOWETO
by JUDY SEIDMAN

The uprising of 1976 in South Africa left no room for doubt: apartheid
must adapt or die. New labour laws and regulations affecting the lives
of urban Africans were introduced. Some restrictions on black
businessmen were lifted. “Whites only’” signs came down. Even the
Immorality Act was questioned.

Newspapers in Europe and America greeted this "‘new dispensation”
in South Africa with evident relief: “South Africa Eases Race
Barriers’’, was a typical headline.

Are such changes merely cosmetic? This book analyses the “new dis-
pensation’” for Africans. It argues that behind the apparent conces-
sions lies increased repression for the majority of Africans in South
Africa. And therefore, nationwide unrest continues.

The Author concludes that these changes are indeed a “facelift’”.
Surgery has perhaps been deep enough to alter the superficial
appearance of apartheid, but the main purpose of the “new dispensa-
tion’’ remains: to preserve the basic structure of minority rule.

Judy Seidman is a painter, born in the U.S.A,, who has spent half her
life in West and Southern Africa. She is the author of Ba Ye Zwa (The
People Live) which is a book about daily life under Apartheid,
published by South End Press, Boston, in 1978.

s International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa
@ 104 Newgate Street London EC1A 7AP
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Further, white South Africa was shocked to discover that they could not
depend upon Western support antomatically, even if the menace was labelled
“communist”. In 1975 South African troops invaded Angola in an attempt to
destroy the as yet shaky control of the MPLA; the MPLA received aid from
Cuban troops to force back the South African army. South Africa claimed it
had been promised large-scale American military support which failed to
materialize. Instead, the Western powers have had more and more trouble
avoiding United Nations’ calls for sanctions against South Africa. In November
1977 the United Nations imposed a mandatory arms embargo on South Africa,

By 1978, then, the white South African government occupied an increasingly
dangerous position. On the one hand, there was an explosive (if temporarily
quicscent) black majority upon whose labour South Africa depends; on the other,
an increasingly hostile international front, The apartheid state had to find a
formula to diffuse these threats without destroying its own economic and
political foundations. This book examines the formula which has been found,
looking at the changes the government has made in apartheid, and their impact
upon the structure of South African society.

Apartheid: how the system works

The population of South Africa is one-fifth white and four-fifths black. The
white minority controls the political and economic structure 5 the black majority
provides cheap labour within this white-controlled arena. This dichotomy was
deliberately created and maintained. The first laws depriving Africans of legal
rights to the land were passed in the nineteenth century. By 1940 there was a
whole battery of laws restricting Africans’ rights to own land, to travel, to work
in skilled jobs, to vote, to organize, and so on, Then in the 1950s the Nationalist
government systematically reworked these laws into one comprehensive structure,
known as Apartheid (literally, “separateness”).

The keystone of apartheid is the Bantustan (officially Homelands or Black
States) policy. The African population is relegated to areas amounting to 139,
of the land, previously known as “native reserves”, often the poorest and least
productive parts, scattered in small sections on the fringes of the industrialized
heart of South Africa. To these lands, now labelled “tribal homelands®, all
Africans belong it is claimed; the rest of the country belongs to the whites.*

Blacks are only allowed to live on the “white land”—the other 87%—if they
are economically productive. The unemployed, the old, and the very young, are
to be sent away to the “homelands”.

To enforce this, the government has strengthened the rigid system of control
over the population’s movements, known as the pass laws. Every African over
the age of 16 has to carry a pass, a small book containing the holder’s official life,
The pass shows where the holder is permitted to live, and in what job he or she
is permitted to work; whether he or she is in school or has permission to seek
work; whether he or she is allowed to travel to a particular place.
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state expense, and their health services although not free are quite possibly the

best in the world. High wages for whites are usual.

The average black South African wage-earner—for those who are employed—
earns a quarter of the average American wage, a third of the average Brirtish wage.
The South African Department of Statistics claimed in 1978 that the average
African wage was R120 per month, compared to R536 per month for whites,®
The minimal living level, the lowest level of income upon which it is calculated a
family of four should be able to survive, was in July 1978 in Soweto about R160
per mnnth.“f One survey showed that, even with more than one wage earner per

minimum level needed to survive.! Blacks are forced to live in townships
outside the cities, without indoor sanitation, electricity, or paved roads, Families
are forced to split up by the migrant labour system. Education is hard to come by,

and by law the content is very limited.

But apartheid hits worst those who are “removed” from the cities to the
bantustans. These people are dumped on the land, without resources, sometimes
with only tents as shelter, sometimes in “resettlement camps” without adequate
food or water. Policy determines that these people are the economically unpro-
ductive, so they tend to be the old, mothers and children, the sick, Much of the

 asi is poor, but even where it is potentially
productive it is too drastically overcrowded to enable people to live off it. As

land set aside for the “homelands”

result, the bantustan population lives on the brink of starvation:

“These people are hungry”, an agricultural training officer in the Msinga
district of Zululand claims. “There are people here who by all normal
standards should be dead. They are alive only because their neighbours
help them, in the knowledge that they might find themselves in a similar

plight the next day”.12

Thornhill Resettlement Camp, in the Ciskei, became notorious in January
1977 when a doctor revealed a large number of deaths from malnutriton among

the 10,000 inhabitants, reporting that:
“The babies are dying of gastro-enteritis and diarrhoea . . -the adult deaths

are attributable to malnutrition and consequent incidence of diseases like

kwashiorkor, tuberculosis and pellagra” 13

The government, under pressure, sent emergency rations; the doctor was trans-
ferred. A year later, Thornhill again made news with a typhoid epidemic: three
died and 130 cases were treated, according to official statistics. Apparently the
emergency rations rushed in after the first scandal were of a lower standard than
thqse supplied to Boer War concentration camp internees; and in any case the
rations were discontinued after popular interest waned,14

This case is unusual in that it was published. The evidence indicates these
conditions are not that uncommon among people who have been resettled,
Nangnwide child mortality rates for the African population have not been
published since 1963, when 300 to 400 out of a thousand children born died
8

i icularly restricted from living in urban areas. The govern-
meﬁ? g}]fﬁ ‘I‘g;ux coztrol”. The main influx control_ law, Sefcuqn 10 (ll):::
the Bantu (Urban Areas) Consolidation Act, Fllow:s an African to hye in gnlu:
area only if he has since birth continuously lived in that area (Section 10 (1 ) (l;a))T
or if he has held the same job in that area for at least ten years (Section 1 (d)( tiz,
if he or she is the wife or dependent child of someone who qualifies under r.h:
above two rules (Section 10 (1) (c)), or if hg or she is emp}qyed on co‘l‘lttlmct ell:n s
urban area, his or her “permanent” residence then being in al u;:;r vl
(Section 10 (1) (d)). Anyone found illegally in an urban area is M:T; ua:tere:f
laws to be “endorsed out”—*deported” to hm homeland”. In 1 :q
a million Africans suffered arrest for pass and influx control v:olanom_v,. .

In these ways much of the African workfogce has been forced into n:ugr::t
labour. Their families and *“homes™ remain in or have been removed to the
bantustans. The worker must leave his family fo:: most of the year to work in a
white area on contract. Such black workers live in single-sex hostels and c;l;—
pounds. The family in the “homeland” survives on whatever money the t . -
winner sends back to them; this money is eked out often by a small vegetable plot
and a few animals, but many families have neither the labour nor the land nor

to make farming a reliable income. i i

m’lr‘l‘:is: ‘jwrfnesml on movement is backed up by political ogm::ol. Africans have no
say in the national government. They cannot vote in national elections. T‘lille'y are
allowed to vote for their “homeland governments” under controlled conditions,
thereby allowing them an illusion of influence over a fra‘gn'mnted thﬁ'lteen E:;
cent of the land and its products. Just how meaningful this is can be uefgad

by the fact that the Transkei, the most oohere_nt in land area and lopgmt inde-
pendent” of the bantustans, had to be subsidized by the South A‘E:l@n govern-
ment in 1978 to the tune of R113 million, or 75%, of its total b}Ldget. -

Black opportunities are further hamperegl by an cdum_uonal slru“ﬁre o
ensured that “natives will be taught from childhood to realize that equality w:ﬂs

Europeans is not for them”.” The curriculum is distorted, preventing pg%!he
from gaining much knowledge of the world outside the apartheid system. &
physical conditions are crippling, with over-crowded classrooms, few gextbic_)oth g
badly trained teachers. In 1975-76 the government allucnted. 2.88%, 87009.
budget for white education, 0.53%, for Coloured, 0.229%, for Asian, and 0.70%
for African education.? : e y

Lastly, apartheid rests upon rigid security legislation. The So'uth Axfld:?ix:
authorities can arrest anyone upon suspicion and hold them cﬁ"ecl:m!y' ;
nitely; they can “ban” a person, making it illegal for that person to participate in
any political activities or even talk to more than one other person aih one ht:me;
they have control over what inform.:iti:n gn b; d.lst:ixbuted and read; they have

ice force notorious for torture and death in detention. n '
pOh'I'he apartheid structure enables most of the white population to live lilfe th93e
with high incomes in America or Britain._ They own cars and swum:;.u:igt
pools and television sets and freezers. Their children are highly educated,
!

e they were four (for whites the figure was 27 out of a thousand births.)**
lglftmonc ?eoent smdy( suggests that in ru.ral areas “infant mortality among
African children was 25 times that of white children, i.e. 530 per_l,OOO B 50_to
60 %, of them die before the age of 5;;1.e 'f;gg:tll:dy concludes that infant mortality

icans has actually risen since i -

fm'Il'}tl.':fnScmtl: Africa.nygovernment has moouragcd_(some say “forced”) these
bantustans to become “independent” nations, electing their own governments.
The territories are too physically fragmented, too poor and too overcrowded to
ever be more than nominally independent. Yet the South Afncan government,
having granted this “independence”, claims it has no responsibility for the pe_ople
in the bantustans; any economic aid it may give to them counts as pure philan-
thropy. Moreover, under the bantustan programme all Africans are to bclc:o:;.l:
“citizens” of independent “Black States”, thereby losing any claim to politi
and civil rights in the rest of South Africa. . 5

This then constituted the apartheid system of the mid-1970s. It is pri-
marily a system of exploitation based on a division of society in terms of race.
The simple segregation of restaurants and restrooms (so-called “petty ap;:—
theid’) carried the logic of this division into wegday life, and mads everyday
life just that much more miserable for the Africans. But apartheid theorgz
always intended petty apartheid to be a temporary measure, to enforce ra
separation until the Grand Apartheid plans made integration out of the ques-
tion.}” The heart of the apartheid system (grand apartheid) lies in influx control,

resettlement and migrant labour. My o

pas;;, events of the mid-ng"!r(;l:ﬂlreatened this system. However, the‘Nanon?hst
Party had created this structure over the previous twenty years: it remained
determined to save it despite internal revolt and international disapproval.

The “Save South Africa®” Formula )
The government therefore looked for some solution to the threats to apa:_:the:;ig.
The simplest response lay with the military. The Defence budget of Aﬁnl 19
reached a new level (nearly double the 1975 budget) of R1,857,000,000. Wh:;c
males face a military draft that is extended for longe'r ?nd longer periods as 719:
military presence grows in the border areas in Namibia. And in Ot_:tober 19
the US government reluctantly admitted that they held some evidence of a
African nuclear explosion.
SOII;I:I: military strength, as the world has recognised since Vi_cmam, does not
necessarily defeat a guerilla movement which has popular backing. Within the
South African government pressure built up for some kind of change that would
gain the support of at least a part of the black popu.la.auon for the existing struc-
ture. This is the key to the recent changes: they aim to preserve the existing
e, not destroy it. : e

Str'lll‘;t:;olution the S;ovm'nmmt decided upon enmllf.'d building up a group of
Africans with some stake in the existing system, described, not cntlrclg correctly,
as a ““black middle class”. Apartheid has hitherto blocked the formation of such
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Further, white South Africa was shocked to discover that
gepend upon Western support automatically, even if the mcnaic\yva‘:o luall‘:ellllg

communist”. In 1975 South African troops invaded Angola in an attempt to
destroy the as yet shaky control of the MPLA; the MPLA received aid from
Cuban troops to force back the South African army. South Africa claimed it
had bcen promised large-scale American military support which failed to
matenal:ze ) Insteaq, the Western powers have had more and more trouble
avoiding United Nations’ calls for sanctions against South Africa. In Novemb
1977 the United Nations imposed a mandatory arms embargo on éouth Africa g

By 1978, then, the white South African government occupied an in in
dangerous position. On the one hand, there was an exp]ogive (if reiﬁpfr;mﬁi
quiescent) 'black majority upon whose labour South Africa depends; on the other
?11 Increasingly hostile international front. The apartheid state had to find z;
ormula to d:ﬂ’use thcse_ threats without destroying its own economic and
pohgcal foundations. This book examines the formula which has been found.
looking at the changes the government has made in apartheid, and their im; t
upon the structure of South African society. - 34

Apartheid: how the system works

The population of South Africa is one-fifth white and fi
whm; minority controls the political and economic struct:rlfg- &ih;l:ékﬁ';;h ;
provides cheap labour within this white-controlled arena. This dichotom)!r Wg
deliberately created and maintained. The first laws depriving Africans of legal
rights to the land were passed in the nineteenth century. By 1940 there was a
yvhnl;: bat‘tcry of laws restricting Africans’ rights to own land, to travel, to work
.I;) :?r]ﬁ emb:y,st: q;:t;::atﬂ organizke, ;’rlh:i so on. Then in the 1950s the Nationalist
y reworked these laws i i
known as Apartheid (literally, “separateness™), e
The keystone of apartheid is the Bantustan (officially Homelands or
; i ; Bla
ffmtes) policy. The African population is relegated to areas amounting to ]3‘:;’k
the land, previously known as “native reserves”, often the poorest and leasnt
productive parts, scattered in small sections on the fringes of the industrialized
hmft of South Africa. To these lands, now labelled “tribal homelands™, all
Africans belong it is claimed; the rest of the country belongs to the whites.* ;

Blacks L &€, - »” -
are only allowed to live on the “white land”—the other 87 %%—if they

are economically productive. The unemployed
to be sent away to the “homelands™. ployed, the old, and the Very young, are

To enforce this, the government has str ened igil
over the population’s movements, known ggﬁth; passtlh;:irsrl.gl%:zrs;cmAfncaan Cm::::
1&; age of 16 has to carry a pass, a small book containing the holder’s official life
The pass shows where the holder is permitted to live, and in what job he or shc'
is permitted to work; whether he or she is in school or has permission to seek
work; whether he or she is allowed to travel to a particular place. i
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Introduction

Time is running out—time has run out . . . I don’t think
we have five years to play with,
Rear Admiral Edwards, South African Defence Force,
February 1978!

This pessimistic statement was made two years after Soweto. The black
townships erupted in 1976: across the country students attacked the government
with whatever came to hand, stones and fire against a modern arsenal ranging
from tear-gas machines to guns and helicopters. The government answered with
widespread shootings. By December 1976, 499 Africans were listed as dead from
gunshots in funeral parlours and police and hospital records; unofficial estimates
of the number of dead rose as high as 5,000.2 Yet the protests continued sporadi-
cally until 1978, Soweto followed by Cape Town followed by East London and
Port Elizabeth. Even such remote places as Sibasa, “capital” of the Venda
bantustan, faced student uprisings.

In some ways, the townships never returned to pre-1976 normal. The school
boycott that triggered the demonstrations halted in early 1979, but secondary
schools in Soweto never fully regained their previous enrolment. Everyday
police patrols in townships, as opposed to massive semi-military “crime preven-
tion sweeps”, are practically non-existent with the result that, despite stringently
enforced hours limiting petrol sales in white South Africa, petrol is available
within the townships all night and all weekend, because garage owners do not
fear police visits. According to the Security Police, an estimated four thousand
Africans have fled South Africa for guerilla training camps to the north, and
thousands more are still leaving.®

Internationally, the white government’s position in 1978 appeared equally
precarious, The collapse of Portuguese colonialism in 1974 first breached the
cordon sanitaire of white states isolating South Africa from independent Africa.
Mozambique and Angola no longer acted as buffers against freedom movements;
instead, they provided bases for guerillas operating in Namibia, Zimbabwe and
ultimately South Africa. Namibia and Zimbabwe themselves had become
involved in guerilla wars, causing a continual drain on South Affica’s economic
and military strength. Above all hovered the danger that one of these guerilla
movements would soon govern Namibia or Zimbabwe (as indeed happened) and
in turn provide bases for direct attacks upon South Africa.

5

Africans are particularly restricted from living in urban areas. The govern-
ment calls this “influx control”. The main influx control law, Section 10 (1) of
the Bantu (Urban Areas) Consolidation Act, allows an African to live in an urban
area only if he has since birth continuously lived in that area (Section 10 (1) (a)),
or if he has held the same job in that area for at least ten years (Section 10 (1) (b));
if he or she is the wife or dependent child of someone who qualifies under the
above two rules (Section 10 (1) (c)), or if he or she is employed on contract in the
urban area, his or her “permanent” residence then being in a “homeland”
(Section 10 (1) (d)). Anyone found illegally in an urban area is liable under these
Jaws to be “endorsed out”—*“deported” to his “homeland”. In 1977 a quarter of
a million Africans suffered arrest for pass and influx control violations.

In these ways much of the African workforce has been forced into migrant
labour, Their families and “homes™ remain in or have been removed to the
bantustans. The worker must leave his family for most of the year to work in a
white area on contract. Such black workers live in single-sex hostels and com-
pounds. The family in the “homeland” survives on whatever money the bread-
winner sends back to them; this money is eked out often by a small vegetable plot
and a few animals, but many families have neither the labour nor the land nor
the resources to make farming a reliable income.

This control on movement is backed up by political control. Africans have no
say in the national government. They cannot vote in national elections. They are
allowed to vote for their “homeland governments™ under controlled conditions,
thereby allowing them an illusion of influence over a fragmented thirteen per
cent of the land and its products. Just how meaningful this is can be illustrated
by the fact that the Transkei, the most coherent in land area and longest “inde-
pendent” of the bantustans, had to be subsidized by the South African govern-
ment in 1978 to the tune of R113 million, or 75%, of its total budget.®

Black opportunities are further hampered by an educational structure that
ensured that “natives will be taught from childhood to realize that equality with
Europeans is not for them”.” The curriculum is distorted, preventing pupils
from gaining much knowledge of the world outside the apartheid system. The
physical conditions are crippling, with over-crowded classrooms, few textbooks,
badly trained teachers. In 1975-76 the government allocated 2.88%, of the
budget for white education, 0.53%, for Coloured, 0.22%, for Asian, and 0.70%
for African education.®

Lastly, apartheid rests upon rigid security legislation. The South African
authorities can arrest anyone upon suspicion and hold them effectively indefi-
nitely; they can “ban” a person, making it illegal for that person to participate in
any political activities or even talk to more than one other person at one time;

they have control over what information can be distributed and read; they havea
police force notorious for torture and death in detention.

The apartheid structure enables most of the white population to live like those
with high incomes in America or Britain. They own cars and swimming
pools and television sets and freezers. Their children are highly educated, at
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a group. By law, Africans could not work in skilled jobs, could only own some
types of businesses, could not employ whites, and so on. Further, even if they
made some money, Africans were limited in what they could buy with it. They
could not own a house or property in urban areas, they could not get a good
education in South Africa, they could not even eat in the best restaurants. The
new government policy is aimed at enabling a small number of Africans to
prosper; this group would then have reason to ally themselves with the white
government against the aspirations of the black majority. As Patrick Laurence,
the Rand Daily Mail’s political correspondent summarized in December 1978:

The strategy was to woo the black middle class as an ally of the white
minority, o1, as an Afrikaans newspaper put it, to consolidate the middle
class as a bastion against attack on South Africa’s free capitalist way of life,
The Nationalist Party appropriated the liberal strategy of alliance with the
black bourgeiosie and grafted it on to its earlier policy of winning over the
chiefs and headmen through the homelands policy . . .

The success or failure of the policy is of crucial importance to the future of
South Africa. On it will depend the extent to which the authorities can win
black allies and on that, in turn, will determine in what measure the in-
surgents are isolated.**

But if on the one hand a small group is to be built up into a black elite, on the
other hand the majority of Africans must be forced even more rigorously into
the apartheid pattern. The Financial Mail pinpointed the dichotomy neatly:
“Goyernment’s aim of course, is to build up a stable black urban middle class o
the exclusion of migrants and homelanders”® (emphasis added).

This internal policy has been accompanied by a new South African political
offensive (to parallel its military offensive) to regain its former domination of the
Southern African region. However, the new “constellation of states” which
South Africa hopes to form, based on “common interests and developing mutual
relations”, will only sound credible if South Africa makes some attempts to
placate its own African population.

The first steps towards the new internal policy were taken by the Vorster
government. However, it is only since the ascent of Mr. P. W. Botha as Prime
Minister that it has been applied explicitly:

Having correctly assessed the seriousness and urgency of both the inter-
national and domestic situations, Botha has made it clear that, regardless of
political losses and a right wing backlash, he is determined to implement
these changes regarded as vital to South Africa’s survival. 2
The Botha government does not differ fundamentally from its predecessors on
the question of grand apartheid, despite the new government’s image:
It might be argued that the verligtes (“enlightened” Afrikaner Nationalists)
have been developing a more sophisticated form of apartheid, secure in their
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in South Africa from 1960-1970 were 18.6%, compared to 119, for the rest of
the world.?®
These methods however have become more of a liability than an advantage
now. Trans-national corporations are coming under attack in the mother
countries and the rest of the world for investment in a racist system. And the
cheap labour system itself has begun to look insecure. South Africa has always
depended upon its neighbouring countries for a supply of migrant labour,
especially for the crucial but dangerous, ill-paid and uncomfortable jobs in the
mines. In 1970, 4% of South Africa’s black miners came from Mozambique
and other “tropical areas” (Angola and Malawi in particular). Another 2195
came from Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland. By the mid-1970s, with socialist-
orientated governments in Angola and Mozambique, war in Zimbabwe and
Namibia and political conflict on her own borders, and finally a boycott of
migrant labour by Malawi, South Africa could not rely upon this supply of
migrant labour any more. In fact, Mozambique has not yet officially tried to cut
off South Africa’s migrant labour supply, but nonetheless, in 1976 Mozambique’s
migrant labour had dropped to slightly over one-third of its previous supply, and
although the number slightly increased in 1977, it decreased again in 1978. By
1977, the migrants from Mozambique and the “tropical areas” made up a bare
14%, of the total percentage of black miners. The mines to date have replaced
these with men from within South Africa: thus the number of miners from the
Cape went up by 2} times, from the Orange Free State by four times, and so on
for the bantustans in all the provinces in the same period (1970-77).27
But the bantustans cannot be counted upon as an endless supply of labour at
sub-subsistence wage levels and low skills, especially since the 1976 uprising
showed that South Africa’s black population would not remain quiet forever.
Indeed, industry was already pressing for more capital-intensive techniques
before the Soweto events. Harry Oppenheimer, head of Anglo-American, told
the London Stock Exchange on 18 May 1976:
The increase in black wages (in the five years before 1976) reflects the begin-
ning of a process, still actively continuing, of a change-over from a labour-
intensive, low-wage, low-productivity economic system—typical of indust-
rial development in its earliest stages—to the capital-intensive, high-wage
high-p'mducﬁvity system which characterizes the advanced industrialized
countries.
He went on to emphasize that:
- -+ the migrant labour system becomes less and less appropriate from an
economic point of view as well as, of course, from a social and moral point
of view. This does not mean, unfortunately, that it is to foresee a time when
migrant labour, particularly in the gold mining industry, can be completely
phased out . . .28
Big business has pushed for a higher level of mechanization. The white elite,
however, is not large enough to respond to the demands for skilled workers and
trained personnel such a shift would entail. Thus business puts pressure on the
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belief that allowing it to become a little frayed round the edges will not in
any way undermine the core of their policies.* ;

The big difference is that Mr. P. W. Botha seemed willing, if necessary, to spl,it
the traditional Afrikaner alliances in order to win the support pf Big Business”,
to a large extent English-speaking with international connections. The Vorster
approach—as revealed at length in the Information Department scandal—was
to buy foreign opinion (literally, in the case of the Washington Sta!-) by uqder-
hand measures. Mr. P. W. Botha in contrast hopes to wm.the mtemzzuonal
support that apartheid so disastrously lacks by his new policy; according to
Patrick Laurence, the new strategy

. . . has two recommendations: it creates a buffer between the white elite
and the relatively impoverished black masses, and thereby transfers a ra_cml
struggle between white and black into an ideological one between capitalism
and Marxism.* .

Those who eagerly anticipate these announced changes, on viewing the prod}lct
of government deliberations (as opposed to the press releases), on occasion
asked whether the government ever planned to introduce the changes in good
faith. The London Times commented: )

It is all very well for Mr. Botha’s Minister for Cooperation and Develop-

ment, Dr. Piet Koornhof, to declare that “apartheid is dead”. Bu_t as

Desmond Tutu, the secretary-general of the South African Council of

Churches remarked, they “want to see the corpse first”.* :
Such doubts, perhaps, cannot be resolved at least for the present. But some idea
of the preem;u-]:;:sI ing?)’lvcd can be developed by looking at the forces for and
against change within the government itself.

The forces for and against change : o
“Big Business” and especially the trans-national corporations operating vg‘lthm
South Africa, want more rapid change. As Mr. Harry Oppenheimer, _cl:ucf of
Anglo-American Corporation, South Africa’s largest corporation, said in 1976:
In particular, those of us who believe that private enterprise is the system
best calculated to widen the areas of individual choice—to open up new
opportunities and raise the standard of life—have to show very clearly ﬁhat
this private enterprise system is not something which bears the label “for
whites only”. In South Africa we need, for our security and for our
development, a real unity in the country to resist events such as we have
seen taking place in Angola, but it is surely intensely illogical to ask a lot
of black people to stand together with whites in order to oppose Communist
aggression if, at the same time, by law and custom, they are excluded .t:rom
most of the benefits which are conferred by the free enterprise system.”*®

Apartheid has provided the mines and factories of free enterprise with cheap
labour, which business had no hesitation in exploiting, using labour-intensive
methods instead of machines. Indeed the average profit returns on investments
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South African government to create a black skilled working-class, a relatively
small segment of the black population which would be more s!:able, better
educated, probably urbanized. Indeed, such a black'skllled working-class has
already begun to develop, often semi-legally, as business responds to market
fluctuations. 5 .

This does not, of course, necessarily mean an end to apartheid as a basic
means of control over the population; rather, apartheid could be extremely
useful during the major social dislocations that such retooling of the economy
would bring about. Further, industry still needs a plentiful supply of cheap
unskilled labour for the foresceable future; the bantustans not only supply this,
but they provide a ‘dumping ground’ for those people industry no longer needs
(the unemployed, sick, aged and very young) without the expense of a welfare
system. But the business community has hoped government would adjust
apartheid to cope with its new demands for skilled workers as well,

Both South African-based and trans-national corporations also have a vested
interest in the success of South Africa’s “constellation of states” foreign policy.
Apartheid, paradoxically, curtails South African industry’s _mtema] markets by
lowering the standard of living of much of the population; South African
businesses look longingly at the markets of African states to the north. Indepen-
dent African states, however, have shown an understandable relu_ctance to come
openly within South Africa’s sphere of influence. If South African businesses
could point to an apparent improvement in the status of its black population,
they might find a more enthusiastic welcome.

These changes are opposed by some white groups. The largest and most
organized are the whites-only unions, which have a vested interest in l_umtu:lg
the potential size of the skilled working class to themselves. Many whites too
have been wedded to a belief in cheap African labour for so long that they cannot
accept the possibility of allowing some Africans to aqvnnce. Many whites fear
they might lose the apparent privileges the system gives them, such as_cheap
domestic labour. The white government wavers between these two points of
view. It believes in the necessity of rapid and, in !radi‘tional apartheid terms,
fairly drastic change; on the other hand a white minority government cannot
afford to totally alienate a large part of its (white) popular ba._se. .

It is impossible to judge how much projected change is honestly intended,
and how much is mere window-dressing to appease the forces of change.
Certainly some of the announced changes seem to take a very long time from
conception to implementation, if they are implemented at all Others appear
purely imaginary from start to finish. But some of the apartheid laws have been
altered, and many more may well follow. The purpose of this study is to examine
more closely developments since 1976 and assess what is actually happening to

the apartheid system.

Between the completion of this book at the end of 1979 and its publication, much
has happened. At the level of detail some updating is needed and this is done in a
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postscript. Bur the basic analysis and the conclusions have been borne out, The
upsurge of resistance across the country has expressed a clear and decisive rejection
of the apartheid system in spite of the alleged reforms. And once again the regime,
while carrying out a policy of ruthless repression, is announcing tmminent changes
in a continuation of the policies analysed in this paper.
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government seems committed to building up a skilled black working class ag
well, offering them trade union privileges, industrial training, and so on. Other
“changes” merely preserve the same institutions in a new form or behind 3
black face—the community councils, black educati , sports policies.
Behind all these changes the white bureacracy gains larger and larger dis-
cretionary powers. Thus, as the Financial Mail commented:
A person disqualified by parliament on racial grounds may suddenly aquire
rights and privileges at the whim of an official, who is a law unto himself
Yet another disqualified person may be refused or denied the same
privilege.?®
The “concessions™ have not led to any significant change:
wlii Pla§tering discriminatory laws with exemptions is not the answer, The
exemptions are at best a face-saving palliative, The only valid solution is
the removal of apartheid laws . . . Wriggle, exempt and concede as it will,
the government will not get off the apartheid hook until it takes the only

step that counts—and that is to scourge racial discrimination from the
Statute Book.®?

Part One: Concessions?

‘We can be, and are, well on the way to achieving in my country equality
for all people before the law and equal chances and opportunities.
Dr. Piet Koornhof, Minister of Co-operation and Development,
speaking in the U.S., June 19791
The P.W. Botha government claims that it is in the process of dismantling
apartheid. It says that it will allow Africans to own homes in the urban areas,
to vote for local (township) government, to work in any job and to join trade
unions. It says that it will give the townships electricity, that it will do away
with Bantu Education and that it will integrate sport. The record of actual
concessions certainly does not measure up to these sweeping claims. None the
less some changes have been made,

THE TOWNSHIPS

The Community Councils
The first moves towards ““wooing the black middle class” were made by the
Vorster government. The Community Councils Act passed through Parliament
in July 1977. This Act claimed to give a form of “self-government” to the black
urban areas to parallel the “self-government” of the bantustans. The community
councils would become in theory black counterparts to the town councils of the
white areas. But urban Africans would never receive more than purely local
authority. The Prime Minister, Mr. Vorster, on introducing the Community
Council Bill in 1977, stated:
. . . If people expect . . . that I must disengage the urban blacks from the
blacks in the self-governing areas and that I must assimilate him into the
white man’s politics, I say to you that I am not prepared to do that, nor
is it the mandate that I received from the electorate.
-« . the white must gradually withdraw so that it may ultimately be black
government in every respect, but this applies to local goyernment.?

The original Community Councils Act empowered the Minister of Bantu
Affairs to set up community councils for any urban African residential area.
The size of the area is determined by the Minister. The number of members of
the council is determined by the Minister. The members of the council are
chosen by an electorate determined by the Minister in consultation with the
local Administration Board. The Minister may appoint council members to fill
any vacancies and the Minister can dissolve any community council whenever
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Part Two: Repression

On 8 November [1979] the Prime Minister said thata
reckless or careless Government could turn South Africa
into a powderkeg within a matter of days . . . we are now
watching the fuse to that powderkeg burn shorter by the
day.!

Black Sash Emergency Report

The creation of a privileged stratum of Africans, however, has an unavoidable
corollary: the rest of the African population must be even more firmly con-
trolled. If the government merely aims at creating a small black middle class to
support it against the unruly majority—as has been their stated intention—
then that majority faces more stringent repression. And to the extent that big
business and government turn towards mechanization and the creation of a
skilled black working class, there will be increasing black unemployment, with
resulting hardship and discontent.

This indeed has been the other side of the coin of Botha’s changes. Owing to
the impact of the world recession, unemployment has risen disastrously for the
black population in South Africa. The Department of Statistics officially claims
9% of economically active Africans are unemployed (501,000 people); the
Minister of Manpower Utilization Fanie Botha puts the figure of total unem-
ployment at “over a million” people, of whom most are African.? Independent
researchers put African unemployment as high as 259, rising to 27-30% by
1990 Hand in hand with this, the government has cracked down on the

RESIDENCE

Tighter Influx Control
First, the government has tightened up the enforcement of the numerous
apartheid laws that control the “economically unproductive”. In April 1978 the
government began a wave of “crime prevention blitzes”. Police and army, with
guns and fixed bayonets, cordoned off Soweto and Alexandra (on 1 April) and
H‘-mﬂﬁw (on 15 April). People entering and leaving the area were searched
indiscriminately, ostensibly for “criminals” :
The sweep, described by Col. Gert Slabbert, head of the Johannesburg
Riot Squad, as “a routine operation” was also designed to pioneer combined
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The Resistance Movement
The largest and most dangerous threat to such plans to save South Africa comes
of course from the growing resistance movements, the ANC and PAFI. Any
chance the new formula has must be measured in terms of a race against ime.
On 4 August 1978, African National Congress guerillas first skirmished 'w:th
South African troops near Zeerust on the Botswana border. The ANC.clmmed
10 South African troops were killed; South Africa captured one guerilla, and
did not admit to any losses. (The South African press is well-censored on all
“terrorism” stories.) The defence forces used helicopters to search the area,
which is hilly and covered with scrub; the ANC also reported that defoliants
were sprayed to remove cover,*®

Since then, there have been more clashes reported when small groups of
well armed guerillas have been intercepted by South African army patrols. All
of South Africa’s borders are now permanently patrolled by the armed forces,
sometimes with dogs. The number of clashes remains uncertain, since South
Africa has not always announced them as they occur—they have admitted to
four or five. They also have seized several weapons caches, presumably stored
for future use. The South African press reported in March 1979, that Bpmwana
police had arrested four black South Africans for possessions of arms: d!splayed
in court were AK-47 rifles, three sub-machine guns, 47 blocks of explosives and
a rocket launcher.®® The independence of Zimbabwe completes the circle of
independent states surrounding South Africa from which guerilla attacks could
be launched.

Sabotage has become relatively common. In July 1979 the Defeno_e Force
acknowledged over 30 acts of sabotage committed over 12 months. T]:us figure
is probably rather low, for instance, in April 1979 an oil-carrying train blew up;
the papers labelled it a “mystery explosion”, A WRAB liquor store blown up in
December 1978 was ascribed to burglary and arson rather than sabotage, despite
eye-witness reports of an explosion.3°

The South African Defence Force has estimated that the ANC has 4,000
people undergoing military training, mostly in Angola, and that many more }egvc
South Africa each year.® The Pan Africanist Congress has also guerilla training
camps, in Libya, China and Tanzania.

In May 1979, following the execution by South Africa of guerilla Solomon
Mahlangu, an ANC force attacked a small Soweto police station in Moroka and
demolished it, killing a policeman and escaping unscathed. In November 1979,
a group of guerillas attacked the main Soweto police station in Orhndfw, killing
three policemen while sixty off-duty police in a nearby barracks “hid under
their beds rather than risk the dash to the main office where their guns were
stored”.%?

As the Guardian pointed out: i
Ironically, the raid came only hours after the Minister for Black Affairs,
Dr. Piet Koornhof, announced a new deal for black businessmen as part of a
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The unity of different struggles, at work and in the townships, which character-
ised the strikes and campaigns against rent increases and forced removals at the
end of 1979 (see pp. 75-77) showed itself still more visibly in the mo_nths that
followed. The protests, boycotts, strikes and evident support for increased
guerilla activity such as the simultaneous sabotage in June of the showpiece
Sasol oil plants, together amounted to an open expression, on an unpr;mdented
scale, of the complete rejection of the apartheid system. As in the earhgr events,
those who were intended to benefit from the claimed reforms were active in the

es.

Along with the suppression of opposition, the regime’s response was
combined with attempts to divide the oppressed majority by means of a revision
of the constitutional proposals outlined on pp. 33-35, and another version of
the bantustan policy as part of the “constellation of states” idea. These proposals,
along with some for restructuring regional and local government, are fa::reachmg
but, at the time of writing, they remained oonﬁ;ed am_i confusing and in several
respects are explicitly presented as merely interim. It is far from clear ]_mw they
will be implemented. The confusion is indicative of the problems which beset
the apartheid regime as it tries to formulate policies which will bring about the
“‘stability” it desires.

The traditional Cabinet committee system has been replaced by five permanent
Cabinet Committees containing a considerable number of military representa-
tives.! This, and the appointment of General Malan, Chief ot: the SADF, as
Minister of Defence, have made the involvement of the military in politics more
prominent, as has the widespread use of the term “total strategy”. This term
covers strategies and policies which are by and large those annlysed in this po?k,
coloured by an urgency resulting from the ever-increasing resistance 1Fs:de
South Africa and the changed situation in Southern Africa following the inde-
pendence of Zimbabwe. The presence of the military in the government caps
its involvement in every sphere in a process initiated in the early 1970’s. _The
process is described in the IDAF Fact Paper Apartheid War Machine, pubhshe:i’
in April 1980, and illustrated by the joint military-police “crime-sweeps
described on p. 45.% ,

As far as the situation of the black majority is concerned, the Prom:scd
reforms and the “death of apartheid” have not materialised. Conditions have
rather worsened.

The widespread school boycott which began in April 1989 demonstrated that
in the field of education few, if any, changes had been mplergcnted, as is
suggested on pp. 24-5. In many instances conditions have deteriorated, par-
ticularly in African and Coloured schools. .

In April the Prime Minister confirmed in Parliament that the changes in the
“influx control” system recommended by the Riekert Report were a “change in
mechanism, not a change in policy”.* The only really major propogal to have been
implemented is still the R500 fine on employers taking on unregistered labour.*
Further reports from Black Sash Advice Offices indicate that the pass laws are
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master-plan to give blacks a better share in South Africa’s wealth.®

And as the defence White Paper tabled in Parliament in April 1979 remarked:
“The military threat against South Africa is intensifying at an alarming rate”.3

Conclusion

South Africa’s “new dispensation” for Africans, then, provides no more than a
face-lift: it attempts to give the Government a “new look” without altering the
underlying structure of apartheid. Indeed, in many ways apartheid has grown
stronger. Dr. Rieckert called his new improved influx control “simplified and
streamlined”; the Minister of Co-operation and Development reiterated in July
1979 that the African “would not obtain political rights in white South Africa”.
Dr. Motlana replied:

One is hesitant to say he is grateful that Dr. Koornhof has now cleared the

air with his statement . . . We are now quite obviously back to square one—

doctrinaire, granite hard Verwoerd apartheid.*®

The clearest affirmation of traditional apartheid values came from Prime

Minister P. W. Botha in November 1979:

“I say one man, one vote in this country is out. I now want to say something

further: Don’t try to do something unconstitutional or you will be sorry for

yourself”.3¢

In conclusion, it can be said that the Botha government has offered the

African population some exemptions from the apartheid laws: it has not offered
to change the laws. The more clearly this policy emerges, the more clearly
emerges the African response. No solution can be accepted that does not give
“‘one man one vote™; or that does not enable the people to control their own
destiny. A few extra privileges for a small segment of the population will not
save South Africa’s apartheid system. Nor, in the end, will the increasingly severe
repression that accompanies the concessions.

POSTSCRIPT September 1980

To what extent and in what ways the events of recent months have involved
any significant change in the balance of forces cannot yet be assessed. But it is
clear that the new developments have not altered the conditions described or the
trends outlined in these pages. If anything, the events of 1980 underscore the
analysis of the situation presented here.

This year has seen a nationwide upsurge of organised resistance comparable
in extent to that of 1976, if not surpassing it. The state has responded with all
the repressive means in its power, together with further moves to devise new
ways of adapting apartheid to preserve minority rule. As before, these moves
are presented as evidence of enlightenment and reform. Behind them, however,
lies a sustained determination to suppress and defeat all forms of resistance,
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being more strictly applied and that workseekers from rural areas are finding it
more difficult to get jobs in urban areas.> The consequences of such restrictions
and of other forms of “relocation” to the bantustans, with very high levels of
black unem_ployment and the absence of employment opportunities in the bantu-
stans, continue to be brought to light, both by researchers and by events like
the recent d;ought in KwaZulu and elsewhere. The drought exacerbated and
drew attention to a situation which was already critical in terms of poverty,
starvation, infant mortality and morbidity, and which is a direct result of
government policies.?

In the labour field there was a major wave of action involving many thousands
of workers. In its response the state showed its determination to try to force
workers into acceptance of its “conciliation machinery” and its readiness to use
the existence of that machinery as a justification for strike-breaking.

As in the strikes in Port Elizabeth in December 1979, described on pp. 75-77,
some notable victories were achieved by workers organising outside the govern-
ment-approved framework,” and support in the townships again played an
important part. But state intervention, already substantial, assumed increasing
pfopomons,‘with the detention of union organizers, mass arrests of strikers for
“illegally striking and “riotous assembly”, the deportation of striking contract
workers to the bantustans, and the banning of leaflets produced to mobilise
support for the strikers in the townships.® Police action was used to break the
strike by 10,000 Johannesburg municipal workers after the Minister of Manpower
Unhsfmon had declared that the strike had “by-passed the conciliation
machinery”.® 1,200 contract workers were put on buses at their hostels and
despatched to the bantustans, and the president of their union arrested and
charged, together with two other officers of the union, with “sabotage”.1

Not_ably, in the wake of the setting up of a shop-steward system by three
firms in the Eastern Cape motor industry in September, the Minister of Man-
power Utilization said, in what was interpreted as a hint of change, that
management should deal with whatever leadership group had credibility among
the workers. But he insisted that black unions would have to be brought under
“statutory control” to avoid them “becoming the prey of our enemies”.11

The actions against trade unionists and workers were part of the suppression
of the gtruggle on many fronts, in workplaces, educational institutions, in the
townships. By the end of June 393 people had been detained under the security
Iaws_, according to the South African Institute of Race Relations. A number of
leading figures in the black community had been banned (including Thozamile
Botha and other PEBCO officers). All meetings “of a political nature™ of more
than ten people were prohibited for two and a half months. Arrests of protesting
pupils and students and others took place by the hundred, while police attacks
on meetings, with baton charges and teargas, were frequent. Police shootings
were estimated by the press to have left over 40 people dead in Cape Town,
Bloemfontein, Durban and the Eastern Cape. The full scale of the police actions
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could not be known as still further restrictions were placed on access by the
press to areas of police actions.'?

As the repression intensified and the resistance spread, the Schlebusch
Commission on the constitution issued an interim report in May containing a
number of proposals almost immediately implemented by the government.'3
One result was the power to appoint 12 additional MPs to Parliament without
the need for election, a device used in September to bring General Malan into
the Cabinet and which contributed to the process by which the Prime Minister
has restructured government and administration in a way that brings it more
firmly under his control.**

There was also a scheme to pave the way for yet another “new political
dispensation”. Its centre-piece is a President’s Council consisting of 60 White,
Coloured, Indian and Chinese members appointed by the President. It is a
purely consultative body and its creation was presented as an interim measure
whose principal function appears to be 1o produce ideas for further constitu-
tional developments.’® Inan unsuccessful attempt to avoid the rejection of the
1979 Constitution Bill, based on its exclusion of Africans (see p. 33) the Govern-
ment proposed setting up a separate Black Advisory Council with which the
President’s Council could liaise. Faced with calls to include Africans on the
President’s Council, the Prime Minister explained that it was out of the question,
“an insurmountable obstacle”.1s, As he had confirmed earlier in the year, his
policies were turning out to be a reformulation of and not a move away from
“separate development”.? He insisted that while the Government was prepared
to create consultative bodies for Coloured, African and Indian leaders, it was
not prepared to do so on the condition that it accepted majority rule in South
Africa. “If confrontation must come over that,” he said “then it must come”.1®

Withtb.efaﬂurcoftheproposalforaBlackAdvisorycoundlmwinany
support, the Prime Minister dropped it and instead launched a new round of
talks with bantustan leaders to promote the “constellation of states” version of
bantustan policy.’® While the propaganda for this emphasises the economic
interdependence of all of South Africa and the impossibility of any part being a
viably independent economic unit,* political “independence” remains a key-
stone of the policy. Senior Government officials confirmed that “‘non-
independent” bantustans would be excluded from decision-making in the
“multilateral development bank” which is to be the centre-piece of the scheme.*!

A similar adherence to the basic principles of apartheid was evident in the
launching of talks in September on a proposed mixed metropolitan government
system to replace the present system of provincial and local government.
“Reliable sources” made clear that the Government was prepared to negotiate
details of the system with Coloured and Indian leaders; that Africans would be
excluded as the Government was planning to create autonomous municipalities
in the black urban areas; and that the metropolitan board scheme would stick
to the group areas and separate development policies, but at the same time provide
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another forum where Whites, Indians and Coloureds would have some share in
decision-making.2?

Whatever else happened in the first part of 1980, apartheid was shown to be
neither dead nor in the course of being destroyed by the regime. An increasing
number of observers came to realise this. A Times journalist wrote in July: “For
all Mr. Botha’s talk of the need for change, what he essentially wants to do is to
adapt apart_heid to present-day conditions and certainly not to dismantle it”,®
while a review in r&uguzt;; the .fS‘mday Express concluded: “The pattern which
is emerging is a reformulation of the basic principles of apartheid while forgi
ahead with peripheral change and economic pr:ff;?”." et

More bitterly, the Editor of the Post wrote:

The Prime Minister’s alleged bold initiatives have remained largely unde-
fined, while many South Africans are beating each other on the shoulder
abour the non-existent changes that have taken place in South Africa.

They have an almost maniacal hatred for anybody who asks just what has
changed in South Africa today ?%

I\‘Jle.anwbile, faced with increased guerilla activity as well as increased mass
activity, the regime continues preparing on every front for intensified efforts to
try to save apartheid from the forces of resistance and liberation.
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* THE
| GREAT WHITE HOAX

i

South Africa’s

international propaganda machine

. In countries abroad we must have every means at our disposal in order
that we may present the image of South Africa as it is. namely that of a
~ beautiful. prosperous country. in which law and order prevails and . . .
¢. in an atmosphere of peace and calm. numerous peoples. with
b tent languages. cultures. religions and traditions are living together
>9 orderly manner . . . an example to the whole world.™
24P African Minister of Information. Dr. C.P. Mulder.




THE GREAT WHITE HOAX

Laws for the Protection of German blood and German honour, Nuremberg,
15/9/35.

Section 1. “Marriages between Jews and citizens of German or kindred blood
are forbidden. Marriages concluded in defiance of this law are void, even if,
for the purpose of evading this law, they were conciuded abroad.™

This Nazi law is today the South African Prohibition ol Mixed Marriages Act,
No. 5SS of 1949, in every detail. White South Atrica simply changed “Jew™ 10
“non-white™ and “German or kindred blood™ to “white”

foree.

Section 2. “Sexual relations between Jews and nationals of German or kindred
blood are forbidden.™

This Nazi law is today the South African Immorality Act. No. 21 of 1950, in
every detail. White South Africa simply changed *“lews™ and ““nationals of
German or kindred blood™ to “black persons™ and “*white persons™. This law

is still in foree.

Section 3. “Jews are not permitted Lo employ female citizens of German or
kindied blood as domestic servants

This Nazi law 15 today mml'pnl;iicu in the South African Industrial Concili-
ation Act. No. 28 01 1950, Section 77, with *“Jews™ changed to “non-whites™
and “German or kindred blood™ ¢hanged to “whites™. The South Afrtcan law
Is ¢ven more racist, as 1|1c South African Minister of Labour made clear on
September 9, 1971 that “*no white is allowed to work under a non-white in
South Afrvica™. This law is still in force.

Thie Reich Citizenship Law of November 14, 1935.

Article 2. A citizen of the Reich-can be that subject only who is of German
or kindred blood. Only the citizen of the Reich enjoys full political rights.™
Article 4. **A Jew cannot be a citizen of the Rcich He has no right to vote in
political affairs and cannot occupy public oHlu

These Nazi laws are today the South African Bintu Homelands C itizenship
Act. No. 20 0f 1970, which deprives all black South Africans of citizenship
of the Republic of South Africa where most of them were born, as well as
political and voting rights in the Republic. White South Africa has simply
changed “*Reich™ to “*Republic™, *“German or kindred blood™ to “whijte™
and “Jew™ to “Bantu™. This law is still in force




Foreword

“If you are going to tell a lie, tell a bi . Thi
: ¢ 3 ig one”. This was the famous dictum of
Hitler’s 'propagandlst', Dr. Goebbels. Many people wonder how South Africa’s
apartheid system which is based on the discrimination against the majority
of tge people of that country can survive.
ne answer to this is that the truth about South Africa is hi
i hidd
by one of the most effective lie machines in history. T
This report is about how the South African G i
S ; C overnment, with the su
port of sor‘ne wealthy whites, uses every available means and millions ofItJ[.leir
tax payers' money to defend the apartheid system.
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One of three advertisements questioned: “Could the Next Olympics be in
Pretoria, South Africa?” Another asked: “Could an organisation like NATO
have a base in Simonstown, South Africa?” And the third read: “Could the
Headquarters of the UN Economic Commission for Africa be in Johannes-
burg, South Africa?”

The advertisements were placed, between 1974 and 1975, in leading
newspapers and magazines in Britain, United States, and Austria at a total
cost of R182,927-92.

These three advertisements have since appeared in West Germany, Holland
and France. More recently, plans were drawn up for the publicity of the
‘independence” of the Transkei. In March, 1976, Dr Mulder asked Parliament
to vote his Department an increase of R500,000. He said, “R420,000 is
mainly required for publicity . . . . for publications, for guests from various
countries to attend the independence celebrations, for TV teams to film the
event with a view to wide publicity and so forth. Films and publications will
be prepared in this regard to bring the matter to the notice of the world in a

really big way. In order to begin this enterprise we need this amount . .. ..
it is true that another amount will be added to this. This is just the initial

cost™.

Films

According to the Department of Information’s yearly report for 1975,
films were shown in 26 countries to an estimated 13 million people, while in
the United States 28 million people saw the Department’s films on television.
Despite a Peronist press law which restricts overseas news coverage to 25% of
total content, two television programmes on South Africa were shown on
Argentina’s television. The SA ambassador, the Information counsellor and
former guests of the Department all took part in the programmes. Before that
a number of DOI films dubbed in Spanish were screened on Argentina’s tele-
vision service. In Rhodesia, according to the report, thirty two weekly pro-
grammes about South Africa were shown in a television series called, “South
of the Border”. Twenty seven of these programmes included Department of
Information films and the other five programmes were panel discussions in
which SA information officers took part. The Department also supplied the
Rhodesian Ministry of Information with ten of its films which were screened

in tribal areas.

Publications

The Department of Information prints half a million copies of its publications
abroad in thirteen languages. It has also published a book on Communism by
J. A. du Plessis head of research at the Foreign Affairs Association, F.R.
Metrowitch, Director of the Southern African Freedom Foundation, C.F. de
Villiers, Director of the Foreign Affairs Association.
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Department of Information publications produced and distributed in 1975

PUBLISHED IN SOUTH AFRICA
Name of publication Freq y Languag Readership Circulation
target per issue
ﬁﬁl:a 10 x per annum Afr. — Eng. Coloured 20 000
o u Monthly Afrikaans  General* 17 000
= tu g ' Monthly English General* 53722
ntu ducauop J ournal 10 x per annum Afr, — Eng. Bantu teachers 40 000
Cgmment & Opinion Weekly English General* 65 000
Die Taak Monthly Afr. — Eng. SWA Coloureds
and Rehobothers15 000
Eume Monthly Ndonga- Ovambo 25 000
Fiat Lux Monthl; Ktv_vanyama
? ) lonthly Afr. — Eng. India
Ikhwezi Naledi Monthly Xhosa iy Xhos: tllg ggg
Inkqubela Monthly Xhosa Xhosa 70 291
lh;it:dth:ko Monthly Zulu Zulu 68 127
aba Monthly Zulu Zulu 30 000
ﬁvnngudi Bi-monthly Kwangali Kavango 8 000
vaet:-kl’lmnda Mo'nthly Venda Venda 31 813
Omwb 0 M'onthly Tsonga Tsonga 44 621
o 31 uze Bi-monthly Herero Herero 10 948
o ofeft Weekly English General* 107 939
o TSig Weekly Afrikaans  General* 19 090
e I’a‘;:ora.rna Monthly Afrikaans  General® 30 850
- orama Monthly English General* 117 321
Aob Bi-Monthly Nama Nama and
Damar
Tswelelopele Monthly Tswana Tswan: ']J"g § %2
Tswelopele Monthly North North
Sotho Sothi
Tswelopele Monthly South Soutﬁ il
Sotho Sotho 52902
Total: 24 *Local and abroad Total circulation : 1052 748
PUBLISHED ABROAD
Name of publication Where Frequency Language Circulation
published per issue
gi ﬁzoram Berne Bi-monthly French 32500
S l:'anorzu-na Berne Bi-monthly German 86 500
ik lorama Berne Bi-monthly Italian 24 000
7 P:Eorama Berne Bi-monthly Portuguese 18 500
o Pan‘:):;ﬁa Berne Quarterly  Spanish 23 000
= rama Berne Quarterly  Dutch 38.000
Bee:l‘:ie Sudafrika Berne 8 x peran. German 5000
o eesn Brussels Monthly Dutch 12 800
2| Brussels Monthly French 9300
7



Service de Presse Sud-Africain  Brussels Bi-monthly French 300
Zuid-Afrikaanse Persdienst Brussels Bi-monthly Dutch 300
Sud Africa Informa Buenos Aires  Bi-monthly Spanish 1000
Journal Sudafrika Bonn Monthly German 45 000
RSA Pressebericht Bonn Weekly German 530
South African Review Canberra Monthly English 8 000
South African News Release Canberra Quarterly  English 80
Noticias da Africa do Sul Lisbon Monthly Portuguese 11 000
Noticias de Africa del Sur Lisbon Monthly Spanish 8 000
Report from South Africa London Monthly English 16 000
South African Press Mirror London Weekly English 3750
South African Scope New York Monthly English 37 000
I'Afrique du Sud d’aujourd’hui  Paris Monthly French 13 000
Sud Africa leri. Oggi. Domani Rome Monthly Italian 14 000
Settimana Sudafricana Rome Weekly Italian 5600
Zuidafrikaanse Koerier The Hague Monthly Dutch 26 500
Nieuwsbulletin The Hague Weekly Dutch 8 000
Heute aus Stidafrika Vienna Weekly German 460
Siidafrika Kompass Vienna Monthly German 5 800
Total: 28 Total circulation : 454920

The official South Africa Year Book was brought up to date and published
in 1975 in English and in Afrikaans. The book is over 2000 pages long and
the cost of compiling the information was R220,000 — nearly % million rand.
The cost of printing the 1975 edition was R150,000 making a total produc-
tion and printing cost of R370,000. The average cost of each book (7450
printed) was just under R50.

THE INTERNAL PROPAGANDA MACHINE by Julian Burgess
Propaganda for international consumption is an extension of the massive pro-
paganda campaign directed at the citizens of South Africa. South Africans
are faced with a monolithic machine that co-ordinates all aspects of govern-
ment activity. All South Africans are subjected to this pervasive propaganda,
both implicitily and explicitily from the time they are born. The administra-
tion of the country in terms of the separate social facilities and the ban on
racial mixing has an implicit psychological effect which tends to harden
racial tendencies. Explicitly, the machinery of government, through the
education system, the armed forces, the South African Broadcasting Corp-
oration (SABC), operates as a direct medium for propaganda.

The propaganda message is different for each population category. The
ideology of apartheid is most strongly expressed in the Afrikaans community
where it is combined with the fervour of Afrikaner patriotism. There is a
cultural cohesion amongst the Afrikaners in which the Dutch Reformed
Church plays a dominant role. The belief is a God-given right to rule.

These beliefs are built into the education system, known as Christian
National Education (CNE). Because of its bias in favour of one white
racial group CNE has been described as being neither Christian nor National

between the English and the Afrikaans caused by the political domination of
the latter helps to obscure the far more important issue of the dangers of
white domination of the black majority. There can be no gainsaying the
overwhelming success of the propaganda machine amongst the white popu-
lation.

Propaganda for blacks is directed at persuading them that the Bantustan
policy provides the political opportunities equal to those enjoyed by the
whites. South Africa’s massive arms expenditure, security forces, its draco-
nian legislation against political dissent and its huge internal and external
propaganda machine are all evidence of their conspicuous failure on this
front.

Books bought from SA publishers by the Department of Information in 1975.

Title Number Cost

SA Mosaic 1974 25,000 R 90,000
SA — A Visual History 7.500 75,000
Tourist Guide to SA 100 37430
Splendours of SA 300 1,990
Towards Dialogue and Detente 366 1,492
SWA Annual 1975 450 810
The Black Worker of SA 6,500

Swart Tuislande in Suid Afrika 5,000 19,900
Africa at a Glance 150

Stepping Into the Future 80,000 238,560
SA Progress 9,000 40,500
Education of Whites in the Republic of SA 20 60
SA — 500 Years of History of SA 25 239
South Africa 70 541
The Magic World of the Xhosa 25 181
This is South West Africa 7 35

SABC TV by Rosanne Harvey
Television was beamed into white South African homes, across 20% of the
country, on 5th January, 1976. Afrikaners viewed the arrival of television
with mixed feelings. The opponents in parliament and in the church thought
television would destroy the Afrikaner’s identity, language and way of life.
Their critics would say that these Afrikaners are afraid that television will
create envy and discontent among their black farm workers, and provide
a glimpse of neighbouring liberation struggles.

The Prime Minister who officially opened the service said in his broadcast:
“I must confess that as a person who was not over-enthusiastic about the
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nor Edl'Jcatiun. The accent in the school syllabus, particularly the history
sector, is on the triumphs and tribulations of the Boers, their persecution
by the British, their victories over the blacks and of the bitterness of the
concentration camps operated by the British during the Boer War.

These secular, historical and cultural events are projected on the commu-
nity as a whole. The Boer victory over the Zulus is celebrated as a national
holiday and there are a number of other purely white public holidays. These
are celebrated by religous ceremonies, displays by the military forces and
emotional speeches over the SABC.

The military forces play a major role in indoctrinating the youth of the
country. Emphasis on the evils of communism (which is used to cover any
sort of opposition to the regime) and a high degree of military awareness and
patriotism is part of the propaganda machine. The drumbeat of patriotism
makes it possible to confuse the criticism of the apartheid administration
with the criticism of South Africa itself.

Both the press, particularly the Afrikaner press which supports the govern-
ment, and the SABC play a major role in this process. Developments in the
Bantustans are lauded, as is any event from which South Africans can extract
any credit, while critics of the government are slated with no opportunity of
replying. At the same time a constant effort is made to show South Africans
what a mess the rest of the world is in. Particular targets for abuse are the
African states, the United Nations and Britain. The first is meant to show the
dangers of majority rule, the second is a response to the continued criticism
of South Africa at the UN while the third, Britain, is an illustration of the
dangers of socialism and liberalism.

The Department of Information plays a particular role in propagating the
_Ban_tustan policy to South Africans, especially to blacks. Part of its campaign
is directed at explaining the Bantustan policies and the reasons for the
elections held in these territories.

) A total of 24 different DOI publications were printed in 1975 in all the
tribal languages in South Africa, including English and Afrikaans, with a
total print order of over one million. One of these magazines is distributed
to the Depariment of Bantu Education for circulation among black
teachers. Another Department of Information booklet called Progress of a
People, published half in Afrikaans and half in English, was distributed through
Colougect schools during the general election for the Coloured Persons Repre-
ser{tatxye Council in March 1975. It indirectly boosted the Federal Party
which is sympathetic to official policy on apartheid. The Coloured Labour
Pgrty demanded that these glossy booklets — more than 100,000 — be
withheld until after the election.

The overall aim of propaganda for whites in South Africa is to keep
Afrikaner nationalism at a high pitch while maintaining white solidarity by
exploiting the fear of black domination. The accent on Afrikanerdom does
cause divisions amongst the white population. Paradoxically, this tension

introduction of television, I am pleasantly surprised with what I've seen so
AL s Television has brought the world to our doorsteps and into our
living rooms and no longer can it be said that one half of the world does not
know how the other half lives. This of course has its advantages. It also
brings with it certain responsibilities because even now already we can see
how easy it is to create and instil wrong impressions about peoples and
countries by slanted news and pictures and unbalanced presentation of
facts. South Africa, unfortunately, has long been the victim of such”.

But the Afrikaner opponents of television need not fear that the Govern-
ment has not taken care of these responsibilities. The Chairman and the
Board of Governors who decide SABC TV policy were all appointed by the
President of the Senate and represent the Afrikaans-speaking, Nationalist
section of the electorate. The Chairman is Dr. Piet Meyer, one of the
architects of Afrikaner nationalism and an ex-chairman of the secret
Afrikaner society, the Broederbond. The Director General, Mr Jan Swanepoel,
both his deputies and the Director of Programmes, Mr Pieter de Bruyn,
are all Afrikaners. Broadcasting falls under the Ministry of Dr. Piet
Koornhof, another member of the Broederbond.

It was the SABC’s decision to favour the Afrikaans Press giant, Perskor,
by giving it details of TV programmes two weeks before the rest of South
Africa’s Press.

It is a television channel run by whites for whites. Fifty per cent of the
programmes are in English and fifty per cent in Afrikaans. Of the five hour
transmission time each night, 2% hours goes out in English and 2% hours in
Afrikaans and the two services take it in turns for the first half. Each
department has two heads, one English and one Afrikaans-speaking, and
two separate staffs.

Economically and practically, South Africa should have one service for
all South Africans, white and black. Instead the Government plans a
separate television service for blacks in urban areas to go on air in about
three years time, in 1980, Like its white counterpart."Bantutelevision will be
broadcast in two languages and the programmes will go out in the Zulu and
Xhosa languages. At first the programmes will be shown in the black urban
areas surrounding Johannesburg and Pretoria.

Places like Soweto, the fifth largest city south of the Sahara, with an
estimated population of over one million blacks living in identical, concrete
slums. Thousands are on the waiting lists for houses and thousands more
live there illegally. The mass of Sowetans do not have the money to hire or
buy a television set (£600 for a colour and £250 for a black and white set),

nor do they have electricity to plug in television sets.

In a poll taken in Soweto by black reporters on the Star which asked

whether, given the choice, it was preferable to provide a television service or
free education for all Africans, an overwhelming majority plumped for the
latter. 522 questionnaires were completed and of these 501
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occupy between 5 to 15% of the total number of beds available to the public
in “International” hotels, nor that non whites may not use the dance floor,
men-only bars, or the swimming pool if they are not resident in the hotel.

There are segregated hotels for South Africa’s 20 million non whites; 2
for blacks only, 1 for Coloureds and 8 for Asians. Alternatively there are 20
hotels for Asians and for Coloureds, 15 hotels for Asians, blacks and Colour-
eds and 1 hotel for Asians and blacks. Not one of these hotels, in 1975, was
extended any financial assistance or grants in aid from the government.

In 1975, the Department of Tourism was voted an increase in funds from
R3.3 million to R4.8 million. Out of this, SATOUR, the South African
Tourist Authority, was awarded R1.3 million for the year to increase its
budget to R4 million. SATOUR is a statutory body which promotes South
Africa from its several offices abroad. Mr Marais Steyn is the Chairman of a
board of seven members who are each appointed by the State President.

In spite of the increased budget, SATOUR was acutely embarrassed by
the findings of a Government commissioned survey by the Bureau of
Economic Research of Stellenbosch University that SATOUR was respon-
sible for attracting only 2,4 per cent of foreign visitors, This meant that
SATOUR could only take credit for about RS million of the total R275
million generated by foreign visitors (SA Sunday Times, 2.11.76).

Much of the SATOUR budget is spent on expensive looking brochures
selling white South Africa. Among them is the glossy Discover South
Africa. In it, the whites are pictured on beaches, golf courses, on surf boards,
and sitting in rickshaws. White women are dressed in bikinis. The blacks are
shown dancing in tribal costume, riding on ostriches and pulling rickshaws.
Black women are bare breasted. The whites live in sky scrapers and hotels.

The blacks live in mud or corrugated iron huts. We are told: “Visitors to
South Africa usually see the Mapoch settlements near Pretoria. Here the
colours are brighter as commercially available paints are used. In outlying
areas, however, natural earth colours are employed”. This may be because it
was recommended that “Africans living alongside main roads in South Africa
should be given better housing so as to improve the country’s image with
foreign tourists,” by delegates to a tourism conference held in Johannesburg
by the Afrikaner Chamber of Commerce. (SA Sunday Times 25.11.1973).

An Invitation to South Africa best demonstrates the pooled resources of
propaganda agency, Departments of Information and Tourism, SATOUR,
SAA, and author. The book, published by Neville Spearman in 1974, is
written by author Gerald Sparrow, the organiser of the secret Club of Ten. It
is the result of two trips to South Africa, one of them paid for by South
African Airways (SAA) in 1972. On that occasion, Mr Sparrow met the
Secretary of Information, Dr Eschel Rhoodie. The photographs in the book

are courtesy of SATOUR.
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Foreign Relations Committee and other politicians. Dr Mulder met Vice-
Admiral Ray Peet, deputy assistant secretary in International Security Affairs,

Pages from An Invitation to South Africa:

Page 15: Politics do not concern the visiting tourist as a rule but he needs
to knpw that this system (apartheid) exists. It has ensured peace and
§:,cll_m;y for nearly seventy years for Africans and Europeans alike. (author’s
italics).

Page 13: South Africa is a multi racial nation, the largest single group
being white South Africans who are made up of men and women of
Dutch, English, German, French and, to a lesser extent, immigrants from
other European countries. * .. ... It is a common misunderstanding to
think that all the black citizens are one large body. However, white and
black have equal citizenship, equal protection under the law and equal
access to the courts which are acknowledged to be independent and of the
highest standard”.

Page 23: “The hotel direction will be white and you will travel by white
transport. This is the custom of the country and way of life of South
Africa and you will find when you get to know the real background that
separation works and is a big factor in assuring that black and white live

at peace with one another.

Page 50: “The taxis are segregated but you will probably not notice this”.

nc\yrslpapcr editors to South Africa as guests of the Department of Information
" he P_R work_ was so successful that, in November 1975, a South African -
irways jumbo jet touched down at Abidjan on its first scheduled flight to a

whose responsibilities include such matters as the arms embargo against
South Africa. It was the Department of Information rather than the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs that paved the way for the Chief of the SA Defence
Force, Admiral H.H. Biermann,to meet Vice Admiral Peet and the Acting
Secretary of the US Navy, William Middendorf in May, 1974,

Dr Rhoodie visited the States the same year, in October, carrying top
secret dispatches, including a letter informing the President of an impending
Russian presence at Nacala in Mozambique and the details of Soviet co-
operation with FRELIMO.

It was Dr Rhoodie, together with General van den Bergh the head of the
Bureau of State Security (BOSS), who prepared the groundwork for the
meeting between Prime Minister Vorster and President Houphouet-Boigny of
the Ivory Coast. Dr Rhoodie and General van den Bergh accompanied Mr
Vorster on his visit to meet the President. It was the first meeting between
Vorster and an African head of state since Mr Vorster’s meeting with Dr
Banda in 1971. The South African party met representatives of the Senegal,
Gabon and Zambian Governments. Dr Rhoodie met and invited a number of
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Black African State since 1961. Great num :

graphers were there to record the event. Tllbee;ir(;a{ri};aracnlsi:g;:é]ndgrel?s?\lzll(ztlg-ecn

't]E:]d the plane would touch _down at Las Palmas on its way to Johannesburg

ey were not allowed to disembark at Abidjan. The first official passen en;
::r;]}rgb};)n b_oaritl‘:.le pl;ipe were Dr Rhoodie and Mr Brand Fourie — Se%re-
r Foreign airs, The: ¢ i
lra\:rel_liied on the plane from go:i:'g;i-welwmed B
e Department of Information has kept up its relationship wi

Ivory Coast. Dr Mulder met President l-loul::hozet-lioigny asgaliz mthl;l;;/lel976
- In August, 1976, Messrs Mulder and Rhoodie visited the United Startes .
where tfley had talks with the public relations firm, Sydney S Baron which
c‘jeals with South Africa’s affairs in America, and with their Washington lobb
ists. From there, Ithe information officers flew to Canada to attend the Mon-y-
treal F}ames despite a ban on South Africa’s participation in the Olympics. On
the ﬂlg!!l back to South Africa, Mr Mulder again stopped off at Abid';:) f(;r
‘tall'ts with the Ivory Coast Minister of Information, Mr Dona-Folo onh
invited to South Africa as a guest of the Departmex‘u. b i

l;lhforgtation Branch: Foreign Information

e Department is represented abroad by its offices in 1 ies: i
Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Fsiance, Israel, Ita-‘l’yc,ol\lll:tt!zrrslali'll;“ﬁ:\’av
Zealand, Portugal, Rhodesia, Spain, Switzerland, United Kingdom Unitt;d
States and West Germany. It plans to open offices in Brazil and Ja;mn For
the ﬁrst time, four black information officers were posted in 1976 w-em-
bassies in London, New York, Paris and Cologne.

) _The information officer’s job is to feed information to journalists, poli-
ticians and businessmen, to compile the DOI publications, to arrang:: film
shows,’ta]ks and television appearances. An essential part of the information
.ofl‘fcer s work is to seek out the opinion formers and decision makers and
invite them to *see South Africa for themselves™. Official guests are then
st}own “homeland” and urban African areas, Coloured and Indian universities
Simonstown and the Mala Mala game reserve. ,

They meet a wide range of government officials, politicians, newspaper-
men, academics and representatives of organisations like the Industrial
Development Corporation and the Bantu Investment Corporation. Interviews
are e{rranged with members of the opposition United and Progressive/Reform
parties and Coloured and Indian political leaders. Chief Buthelezi of Kwa
ZUIU.IS m_uch in demand. Mr Arthur Grobbelaar, General Secretary of the
multl-.racm! Trade Union Council of South Africa,once complained in an
interview (Rand Daily Mail: 12.9.75) that he was having to spend up to four

Dinner in Zurich for Prime Minister John Vorster, General van den Bergh (seated beneath
hours a week being cross-examined by overseas visitors. Some organisations

the flag) and Dr Henry Kissinger on 9th May 1976. (Picture by Popperforo)



and helped to arrange the meetings and itineraries of thousands more who
visit South Africa under their own steam.

The Foundation’s political contacts and activities absorb an enormous
amount of time and money. In 1965, the Foundation went to considerable
efforts to try and stop the Netherlands Government from giving a
contribution of R20,000 for legal aid to SA political prisoners. It
campaigned, in the sixties, to break the British embargo on the sale of arms
to South Africa. In 1974 and 1975 the SAF concentrated on boosting Prime
Minister Vorster's detente policies. In 1975, Dr Marais visited the United
States where he met 10 Senators, and leading members of the House of
Representatives, senior officials of the State and Defence Departments
and the editorial boards of the Washington Post, New York Times, Time
and Newsweek. Since then Dr Marais has stepped up his foreign visits.

He has visited Zambia where he met Dr Kaunda. His programme for
October and November, 1976, included visits to Tokyo, Hong Kong,
Honolulu, Los Angeles, Miami, London and Geneva. It ended with a
major seminar on investment in South Africa held in Dusseldorf. The
list of speakers at the seminar included the SA Minister of Finance, Dr
Horwood and puppet black chiefs such as Chief Lucas Mangope of
Bophuthatswana and Chief Sebe of the Ciskei.

The Foundation brings out a number of publications of its own.

The monthly magazine, Perspective, was replaced by the quarterly publi-
cation called South Africa International which is sent to some 9,000

people abroad who have all had initial personal contact with the Foun-
dation. It also publishes the South Africa Foundation News which is
distributed free to its members and to politicians, journalists and businessmen
and to libraries and academic institutions. Great emphasis is given to

evidence of “understanding” in Western countries of the government’s
policies, and to favourable reports on South Africa from visitors. For in-
stance, in the SAF News of April, 1976, it reported:

“Back from South Africa, Tory ex Minister Eldon Griffiths wrote a pene-
trating article in the London Daily Telegraph entitled, ‘South Africa Keeps its
Cool’, which concluded: ‘Which African country has the freest Press, the
most independent courts of law and is immune to military intervention in its
parliamentary government? The answer is that nation which has the healthiest,
best educated and most prosperous black population in the continent — South
Africa” ™.

Both magazines take up the familiar themes of SA propaganda; the oppor-
tunities for foreign investors, the welfare of the blacks, the communist
menace and the need for foreign investment to prevent black unemployment.
No mention is made of the fact that even at the height of the SA boom in
1974 there were an estimated 1 million black unemployed.

The Foundation influences the Press partly through its own direct efforts,
and partly as a result of articles written by their guests. In 1974, the former
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Economic sanctions
make me shudder.

“I have often expressed my difierences with
the white government of Pretoria in no uncertain
terms, But the mereidea of total ecanomic
sanctions fram abroad to assist us, makes me
shudder. We. the black people, wili be the tirst
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Workers in South Africa. Mrs Myubelo’s statement said that she doubted
whether any suggestions for alternatives to the apartheid system would be
desirable or effective for Africans in South Africa. (Rand Daily Mail:
27.9.1973). . y

The advertisements appeared in New Zealand, Australia, United States and
Britain.

THE BROEDERBOND BUSINESS LOBBY by Rosanne Harvey
When the Nationalist Party swept into power in 1948 one of its first objectives
was to establish Afrikaner dominance in big business which was then mainly
in the hands of English and Jewish South Africans. This was achieved by chan-
nelling Afrikaner savings into Nationalist Party linked insurance companies
like SANLAM and the Volkskas Bank to back selected Afrikaner businessmen.
This scheme was coordinated by the Broederbond (Brotherhood), a secret
society dedicated to strengthening and promoting the cultural, political and
financial supremacy of the Afrikaners.

The Bond was formed in 1918 but later, in 1924, was banned by the
British and driven underground. It grew in numbers with the rising tide of
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Conservative Chancellor of the Exchequer and Speaker of the House of
Commons, Selwyn Lloyd, visited South Africa, courtesy of the Foundation,
and then wrote an article for the Readers Digest in 1974, which repeated all
the standard white SA propaganda about its history and the current living
standards of the blacks. The article was reproduced and distributed free by
the Department of Information offices overseas.

The Foundation is responsible for several column inches of print in pro-
South African supplements and features, one of its most effective propaganda
weapons in the battle for increased foreign investment. In one such supple-
ment, published by the French financial daily, Les Echos, nine of the thirteen
articles were written by the Paris Director of the Foundation.

The Investors’ Chronicle published a supplement on South Africa in 1975
which carried several pages of advertising from SA companies and an article
on “detente” by Richard Blausten. It was, according to a Foundation spokes-
man, almost entirely written from material supplied by the Foundation. In it,
Mr Blausten quoted a figure of R4.6 million aid given to black Africa by
South Africa. Even this figure is low compared to aid given by major donors
to the African continent. But it makes an interesting contrast to the **some
R100,000,000 aid quoted by Mr John Chettle, the Foundation’s Director for
North and South America, when he.gave evidence to the Africa sub com-
mittee of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. The SAF News did not
miss the opportunity of quoting from Blausten’s article including his favour-
able comments on the Foundation.

Not all the efforts of the SA Foundation have been so successful. A spon-
sored visited by Philip Decraene of Le Monde did not prevent him from
writing a “highly aggressive™ article on the release of the film Last Grave at
Dimbaza. The front page of the SAF News commented sourly on his attack
but was comforted that Mr Decraene had written several other articles in
which he had given “a more than adequate picture of the complexities of the
South African situation™. When the Financial Mail commented on the Foun-
dation’s embarrassment the Foundation sent an angry reply protesting about
the film. The editor replied that criticism of South Africa’s politics, no
matter how severe, should not be confused with criticism of South Africa.
Advice which would deprive the SA Foundation of one of its main weapons.

The Trust Bank
Dr Jan Marais, chairman of the Foundation and of the Trust Bank, ran a cam-
paign in September, 1973, to promote foreign investment and trade in South
Africa. The Trust Bank paid for a series of advertisements placed in foreign
newspapers which featured life sized profiles of three African leaders in South
Africa accompanied by a signed statement from each.

The three leaders were the Chief Executive Councilor of the Kwa Zulu,
Chief Gatsha Buthelezi; the Chief Minister of Bophuthatswana, Chief Lucas
Mangope and Mrs Lucy Mvubelo, secretary of the National Union of Clothing
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Alri_kaner nationalism. Before and during the war the Bond acquired a strong
I‘{az: char?cler through a fascist organisation called Ossewa Brandwag. The
victory of the Nationalist Party after the war in 1948 was a ﬁ'ctory for the
Bond. Dr Malan was elected Prime Minister and, according to Mr Vorster
every Prime Minister since Dr Malan has been a member of the Broederb('md.
There are Bond members in the cabinet, in the government, the civil service
secret police, armed forces, educational institutions, and leading Afrikaner '
financial and industrial organisations.

One of th_e Bond’s most successful ventures was the Volkskas bank which
was fm'_med in1934 to promote Afrikaner business. It started as a people’s
bank with a capital of £615. Within three months the shares had risen to
S,OQD and the assets of the bank to £1,000,000. When he resigned from the
chairmanship of the bank in 1944, Prof L.J. du Plessis announced that the
gaﬁt had outgrown itself as a small concern and was to become a commercial

ank.

Prof. du Plessis then became chairman of the Federaise van Afrikaanse
Kunsverenigings (FAK) which was conceived by the Bond primarily as a
cultural body. FAK organised a national convention in 1944 at which Prof.
du Plessis helped to establish the Reddingsdaadbond whose purpose was to
help poor Afrikaner whites but which collected money from poor whites
through its 370 branches, to finance the takeover of leading banks, factori’es
firms, stores and hospitals. In the sixties it was reported that Prof du Plessis ’
was the chairman of the Broederbond.

One man who benefited from the help given to selected Afrikaner business-
men by Nationalist Party linked banks and companies was Dr Anton Rupert
In 1948 Dr Rupert formed the Rembrandt tobacco company, Since then .
Volkskas have been Rembrandt’s bankers. SANLAM Bonus Investment Cor-
poration agreed to buy at least one share issue by Rembrandt in the fifties.

Rupert and Rembrandt have close connections with the Nationalist Party
and the Broederbond. In 1951 Dr Nico Diederichs was the chairman of
Rembrandt. Dr Diederichs, an architect of the Broederbond movement and of
the Reddingsdaadbond, later became Mr Vorster’s Minister of Finance. Mr
lvan Makepeace Lombard, former Chairman of Rembrandt, was the Broeder-
bond’s first General Secretary. Dr Piet Meyer now Chairman of the South

African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) and a former Chairman of the
Broederbond was, in the fifties, head of the Rembrandt liaison department.
Rupert was revealed as a member of the Bond when a row broke out
between members of the Nationalist Party in the late sixties.

. At present, Rupert’s Rembrandt company has four other directors with
!mks with the Nationalist Party or associated organisations. Dirk Hertzog
m_pasl chairman of the Afrikaner Chamber of Commerce and of Van Riebeeck
Finance. Johannes Piek was a former journalist on Die Burger, the pro govern-
ment newspaper, and a director of its publishing group, Nasionale Pers. Jonas

Steyn is an ex Nationalist MP and, lastly, Conrad Kriel was a former director
of Volkskas.

29



United Kingdom, the Netherlands, West Germany, Belgium, Austria, Switzer-
land, Portugal, Greece and Italy . . . Prospective immigrants are expected to
furnish proof of their qualifications, must be mentally and physically healthy
and be able to read, write and speak a European language.” The message is
clear.

CLUB OF TEN by Rosanne Harvey

The Club of Ten is a secret, British-based organisation under whose name
several advertisements have appeared in leading European and American
papers which defend the SA regime and attack its critics. When the first ad-
vertisements appeared they were commissioned by Mr Gerald Sparrow, a
former Judge of the International Court of Bangkok.

Mr Sparrow stood as a prospective Labour candidate for Exeter in 1958
but resigned after he claimed that the party had been infiltrated by Commu-
nists. In the General Election in 1970, he stood as a parliamentary candidate
representing the Desmond Donnelly Democratic Party in Huyton, the then
Prime Minister Mr Harold Wilson’s safe seat. Mr Sparrow is a prolific author
and has written some forty-odd books whose titles include: Great Assassins,
Great Traitors, Great Deceivers and A Portrait of Lord Butler.

In February, 1972, Mr Sparrow flew to South Africa for a six week trip
sponsored by the South African Tourist Corporation and South African Air-
ways. In November, 1972, he returned to South Africa with his Thai wife, as
a guest of the SA Government to complete his research. Mr Sparrow admitted
that his publishers, Boydell Press, were guaranteed £1,500 by the SA Govern-
ment for 750 advance copies of the book. But, despite this offer, Boydell
have not published the book. (Guardian 13.6.1974).

Another British publisher, Neville Spearman, did print a travel book by Mr
Sparrow in 1974 called An Invitation to South Africa. (see Part One). It con-
tains several references to South African Airways and on page 44 the author
writes; “As the reader may have noticed, | am partial to South African Air-
ways. And not without reason. Apart from the magnificence of their inter-
national Jumbo routes their international services are, I think, a model of
what services should be . . . Porters are always available and I found the white
aircrews including the stewards and stewardesses, did their job as if they
enjoyed it”.

In the two visits Mr Sparrow paid to South Africa in February and Novem-
ber 1972 he met both the Minister of Information, Dr Mulder, and the Secre-
tary of Information, Dr Eschel Rhoodie. Mr Sparrow had first come across
Rhoodie when he was assistant editor of the magazine To the Point to which
Gerald Sparrow contributed one or two articles.

Dr Rhoodie was promoted to Secretary of Information over the heads of
a number of colleagues during 1972 and, almost at once, the general inform-
ation effort abroad was stepped up. An overseas advertising campaign was
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_ The other millionaire, Mr Lampos Nichas, was introduced to British journa-
lists on 22nd August, 1974, at a press conference held in the Royal Horse
Guards Hotel, Mr Nichas owns several farms in South Africa, Lesotho and
Swaziland. He presented Mr Sparrow with a cheque for R50,000 for the Club
of Ten’s advertising campaigns and for its new quarterly magazine, The
Phoenix. But The Phoenix burned itself out within a year and has not since
risen from the ashes.

Mr Sparrow resigned. Later he wrote a book on the formation of the Club
of Ten called “The Ad Astra Connection'’. Ad Astra is the name of the build-
ing which houses the Department of Information in Pretoria. Sparrow indicates
that a Mr Richard Body, Conservative MP for Holland with Boston, asked him
over lunch, if the Club of Ten would contribute towards the cost of publish- '
ing a book on the political and economic consequences of setting up trading
barriers between countries. Mr Body is a noted anti-Common Marketeer.

The Club of Ten agreed to pay the Open Seas Forum (of which Mr Body is
Chairman) £1500 to publish the book. When it was published in October 1976
copies of “Towards an Open World™ were sent to people in “influential
positions™ with an accompanying letter from a Mr Donald Boddie, “London
Consultant™ to the Club of Ten. On Club of Ten notepaper Mr Boddie draws
attention to a chapter which points to the dangers of specific trade barriers
and political sanctions. Both the barriers and the sanctions, of course, damage
the South African economy. '

The letterhead gives a forwarding address in London. In February 1976
it was announced that the right wing journalist and former editor of the
London Evening News, Mr Donald Boddie, was the London consultant of the
Club of Ten. (Rand Daily Mail: 7.2.1976). The announcement coincided with
a splash of advertisements from the Club of Ten which warned readers: “The
Free World Stands Today in Greater Danger Than At Any Time Since The
Darkest Days of World War 27,

At Fhe time doubts were being raised in the Press about South Africa’s role
and.mllitary involvement in the Angolan war. In the advertisement South
Africa’s part in the war was described as a “role of honour” in the defence of
Fhe West against communism. The advertisement went on: “In some quarters
in the West it was argued that having Russia take over Angola would be pref-
erable to being caught on the same side as racist South Africa. In the First and
Second World Wars the free world heard no such arguments when South
African (infinitely more racist than today) fought and died on our side”.

) One crucial challenge for SA propagandists is to convince the West that the
dwisl:ons in South Africa are not between black and white but between Com-
munist and anti Communist. In the process the Club of Ten has turned several
somersaults. In the first place the mass of racial legislation brought in by the
Nationalist Party after its election in 1948 is evidence of a more racist govern-
ment than the previous governments which exploited black labour. Secondly
the present Prime Minister, Mr Vorster, was interned for several months duririg
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planned but before the official advertisements appeared in the Press a com-
plementary series of advertisements was launched in the spring of 1973 under
the name of the Club of Ten.

In August 1973 the London Times carried an advertisement under the
headline, “Does Britain have a Conscience?” In it the Club of Ten referred to
a Government inquiry into the wages paid to blacks in South Africa by
British companies (prompted by Mr Adam Raphael’s articles in the Guardiarn)
and suggested that MPs should also probe the British wages paid in India,
Black Africa, Ceylon and Hong Kong.

Mr Gordon Winter, who was deported from South Africa and who appears
in the report on “The South African Connection in Britain”, wrote a series
of articles on British wages paid to the tea plantation workers in Hong Kong.
Gordon Winter also wrote about Club of Ten activities and was granted a
special interview with Mr Sparrow for the SA Sunday Express, 4th November,
1973:

Further advertisements appeared in the summer and autumn of 1973
under such headlines as “No Dealings with Diabolos”, which was an attack on
the World Council of Churches for its programme to combat racism, and “The
Double Standards Game” which denounced pundits for ascribing the bomb-
ings in Ireland, for instance, to “fringe groups™ and the bombings in South
Africa to the police state system.

The next year, the Club of Ten attacked the Guardian for “South Africa
baiting™ in an advertisement which first appeared in the Observer on 9th June,
1974 under the headline, *“An Analysis of Indignation™, and then the Times.
The Guardian claimed that the copy for this advertisement was secretly telexed
from the Information Department in South Africa to the Information Depart-
ment in London and handed on to Mr Sparrow. The Department of Informa-
tion, although it has always denied any connection with the Club of Ten, ad-
mitted that much.

Mr Sparrow’s reaction to the publicity was to write to the Guardian offer-
ing to supply names of individual cash backers of the Club of Ten to the
Foreign Office and even to the Guardian on condition that it apologised for
and stopped its investigations into Club of Ten supporters.

The offer was not taken up by the Guardian but Mr Sparrow did submit
five names to Miss Joan Lester MP, who worked in the Foreign Office minis-
try, after a question had been asked in the House of Commons by Mr Leslie
Huckfield MP concerning the Club of Ten. Miss Joan Lestor replied on behalf
of the Government that the matter was being “looked into™.

Four of the five names contained in an envelope were: Mr Louis Luyt
(fertilizer millionaire), Mr Werner Ackermann (property tycoon), Mr Jan
Pickard (financier) and Mr Charalampos Nichas' (potato millionaire), all South
Africans. The first three formed the Foreign Affairs Association in Pretoria.
According to Mr. Sparrow, the names were given to him by the South African
embassy.
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“Phnlog;aphcd in Angola; firepower the Russians have put into the hands of Cuban-led
pro-Marxist forces . . . automatic weapons from behind the Iron Curtain carried by
MPLA soldiers.” Club of Ten advertisement appearing in newspapers in February, 1976.
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the second World War for his pro-Nazi sympathies. In the third place several
hundred black South Africans fought and died along with whites for the
Allied West and so did the Russians. The Club of Ten was further embarrassed
by the photograph in the advertisement which, it was claimed showed “dan-
gerous” MPLA soldiers holding “automatic weapons from behind the Iron
Curtain™. In fact, as the Guardian newspaper pointed out, the weapons shown
were Israeli Uzi sub machine guns.

While Mr Donald Boddie was editor of the London Evening News an ad-
vertisement appeared in several newspapers on 16th April, 1973, placed by
another SA propaganda group also sponsored by Mr Luyt, the Committee for
Fairness in Sport. Under the caption, “Fleet Street Blinkers”, the CFS
attacked British newspapers for not giving more than a few column inches to
the SA Games which had ended the week before and which had been put on
to compensate South Africans for being expelled from the 1972 Olympics.
Part of the advertisement read; “When nearly 900 athletes from 5 continents
converge on one single city it’s an event. When they include several Olympic
stars it becomes a newsworthy event. And when they come in all colours and
mingle freely on and off the fields in Pretoria, South Africa, it becomes a very
newsworthy event . . . Perhaps the event disqualified itself because it did not
fit the stereotype of South Africa. Often stereotypes do determine news.” The
photograph showed a white Springbok runner shaking hands with a black
sprinter whom he had just beaten in the 2nd round of the 100 metres sprint.

The only newspaper which responded to the advertisement was the Even-
ing News. An article appeared on 19th April, 1973, across seven columns
under the headline, “Winning where Diplomats Failed” by John Goodbody.
Mr Goodbody interviewed two top sports officials who had attended the
Games, Mr Adrian Paulen, President of the European Athletic Federation and
Charles Palmer, President of the International Judo Federation.

Mr Goodbody quoted Mr Palmer as saying, “I went there looking for the
‘con trick” and | am not easily bluffed. But there has been a big wind of change
there. If things go on like this [ can’t see how the International Federation of
the Olympics can refuse them entry”.

Only the Rand Daily Mail was there to call the bluff. It reported: “Pretoria,
after a gasp on Sunday to recover from 16 days of multi-racialism, settled
down yesterday to the task of restoring apartheid. By mid-morning the signs
pointing to the internationally marked toilets scattered around the show-
grounds were starting to reflect South African normality as ‘non-white’ and
‘nie-blanke’ were stencilled on to them. Work on the signs at Pilditch stadium
was due to start later. These were obvious top priority tasks, for workmen had
not even had time to remove the white, green and gold South African flags
before painting in apartheid”. (quoted in Race against Race, published by the
International Defence and Aid Fund). Mr Donald Boddie gave up the editor-
ship of the Evening News later on in the year.

Still smarting from South Africa’s isolation during the Angolan war the
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the IMF and IBRD after attaining incle:[:vem:lence:."l

In a subsequent statement he made it clear that he was not merely prepar-
ing reports, but lobbying:

“IBRD ... discussions with officials of the IBRD in relation to South
Africa’s participation in projects under consideration in the IBRD.

“Gold . . . the preparation of correspondence with government officials to
ascertain the applicable statutes and regulation in thf US pertaining to the
private ownership and transfer of interests in gold.”~

1. Registration statement to US Department of Justice, 6 February, 1976,
2. Statement of 6 August, 1975,

Russell E. Honsowetz

Honsowetz, a former US marine, seems to be a kind of volunteer for the
South African cause, although his expenses are reimbursed, and he will share
in the profits if successful. He purportedly represents VEDS (Vereeniging
Engineering Design and Supplies (Pty) Ltd.), whose address is listed in differ-
ent places as Vereeniging and Pretoria. He has submitted on their behalf appli-
cations to the State Department’s Office of Munitions Control for armoured
personnel carriers and Bell or Sikorsky helicopters, and explained to the
Department of Justice:

*“The Republic of South Africa is most anxious to purchase military goods
from the US. However, under our current policy . . . my hands are tied . . .
The Munitions Board told me not to submit any more requests for export
licences for military equipment to the Republic of South Africa.”

It is not explained why an allegedly private company should be attempt-
ing to import US military equipment that is presumably intended for the
armed forces.

1. Registration statement to US Department of Justice, and letter of 2
December, 1974, to State Department Office of Munitions Control.

PROPAGANDA IN EUROPE: A Report by Esau du Plessis and Peter Ripken

South Africa’s propaganda efforts on the continent follow the same pattern

as in Britain and the US with massive co-operation between organisations with
interests in South Africa, the South Africa Foundation and the Department
of Information.

The propaganda machine is also able to exploit the cultural agreements that
exist between South Africa and a number of European countries. These are
particularly useful in giving official respectability to the propaganda and give
access to both official and unofficial channels. For instance propaganda films
given free by the South African Embassy in Germany are widely distributed to
schools and colleges.
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public and private propaganda groups received a further setback when many
countries refused to recognise the “independence” of the Transkei. The Club
of Ten’s advertisement accuses Britain of double standards in recognising
“a minor tribe put into power in Angola by Soviet tanks and Cuban soldiers”
but not the “non violent” independence of the Transkei on 26th October,
1976.

Once again the Club of Ten has its facts wrong. Official maps show clearly
that the Transkei comprises three distinct areas whereas the Club of Ten map
shows one geographic area.

s N

CLUB OF OFFICIAL
TEN

THE UNITED KINGDOM — SOUTH AFRICA TRADE ASSOCIATION
by J. Burgess
The United Kingdom South Africa Trade Association (UKSATA) was estab-
lished in 1965 by W. Luke, who was then chairman of the South Africa
Foundation’s London Committee. Its function is to increase both trade and
investment in South Africa and to achieve this by political and commercial
contact and by improving South Africa’s international image. From the beg-
inning UKSATA was involved in the South African propaganda machine. The
Foundation and UKSATA both held half the equity each in a company called
Perspective Publications Ltd. This produced a magazine called Perspective
until 1970 when the Foundation replaced it with the quarterly, South Africa
International. No indication was given in the magazine that the objectives
were to further British and South African business connections, or who the
owners and editors were. The magazine concentrated almost entirely on the
favourable aspects of South Africa and commented widely on remarks by the
Foundation’s visitors to South Africa favourably disposed towards the regime.
UKSATA enjoys the support of powerful interests in Britain. It shares the
same offices and telephone number as the Confederation of British Industry
(CBI). 1t has a membership of over 200 of the most powerful British com-
panies. It has a sister organisation in South Africa called the South Africa
Britain Trade Association (SABRITA) which involves many of the most
powerful South African companies, which are also members of the Found-
ation. The vice president of UKSATA, Sir Nicholas Cayzer, is also a Council
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Aspects of cultural accord are stressed particularly in Holland and Belgium
because of the similarities between Dutch and Flemish and Afrikaans, In this
respect South Africa has taken advantage of the split between French and
Flemish speaking Belgians. While the French sector has broken the cultural
agreement with South Africa the accord with the Flemish thrives and South
African Embassy officials are regular guests at Flemish language festivals.
Right wing Flemish groups in Belgium such as the Vlaamse Militanten Order
(VMO) give considerable support to South African causes and often repro-
duce articles from South African Embassy publications in their own publi-
cations, The VMO gives strong support to the Frienden van Zuid Afrika, a
pro South Africa lobby group.

In Holland the Cultural Accord, which was signed in 1951, has been increa-
ingly criticised. As a result the Dutch government announced in November
1976 that it will be abolished after a year if there is no change in South
Africa’s apartheid policy. The Cultural Accord is operated by the Nederlandse-
Zuidafrikaanse Vereeniging (NZAV). It publishes a monthy magazine Zuid
Afrika which is aimed at increasing connections with South Africa in the
fields of investment, tourism,trade and migration.

Like the South Africa Foundation it allows itself to criticise aspects of
apartheid to disguise its call for support for the machinery that enables it to
survive. The NZAYV is subsidised by.the Dutch government due to its recog-
nition by the Ministry of Social Affairs as an Emigration Bureau. As with
Germany (where a special immigration organisation called Transa operates with
the co-operation of the Federal Labour Exchange) the cultural agreement in
Holland provides useful avenues for encouraging white emigration to South
Africa.

The Department of Information is the mainspring for the propaganda acti-
vities throughout Europe. A particular effort is made in Holland (the South
African Embassy at The Hague is the biggest in the Netherlands) and Germany,
the latter because of the growing economic connections between the two
countries and because of German connections with other German language
countries such as Austria and Switzerland.

The main German publication produced by the Department of Information
is the Journal Sudafrika which is distributed to public figures such as MPs and
journalists and particularly to ministers in the Protestant churches. Other
publications include pamphlets on such things as the Bantustans, develop-
ment opportunities, and prospects for immigrants etc. A relatively new ploy

is sending “background papers™ to MPs and others on political issues such
as the South African UN ambassador’s speech on South Africa’s intervention
in Angola. These are described as being ““an attempt to give objective infor-
mation™ in an attempt to hide their propaganda nature as previous propa-
ganda handouts were returned by several MPs.

The World Council of Churches has been a particular target of the Embas-
sy. A series of advertisements under the heading “Churches without a man-
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date” followed the WCC’s decision in August 1974 to extend the Programme
to Combat Racism. Particular pressure has been brought on the Lutheran
Church (Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland — EKD) to support those ele-
ments in the church that disagree with the WCC’s resolution. The campaign
against the WCC is an urgent one for the Department as criticism of apartheid
from the world’s Christian bodies undermines their contention that they are
upholding Christian standards in South Africa and that those opposed to
them are communist inspired. In 1972 and 1973 the. Department distributed
a pamphlet titled “The WCC Club™ which vehemently denounced the EKD's
official support of the WCC’s resolution. This has been followed by attempts
to influence Lutheran ministers by sending them unsolicited propaganda,
particularly Jowrnal Sud Afrika.

A tour of South Africa by leading ministers and officials of the EKD was
organised with the help of the South African government and the South
Africa Foundation. The favourable comments of these individuals on the
situation in South Africa came at a particularly embarrassing time for the
EKD as it coincided with the revelations that the Bonn representative at NATO,
General Rall, had been in secret consultation with South Africa over a nuclear
power deal.

Close co-operation is maintained between the Department of Information,
the South Africa Foundation and German groups such as the Deutsch-Suda-
frikanische Gesellschaft (DSAG), Transa etc.

The DSAG is a highly active organisation and appears to be financed by
both the Department of Information and the Foundation. It has some 3,900
members and is headed by the Foundation’s permanent representative, Mr,
R.F. Gruber. Its activities include press contacts, exhibitions about South
Africa and the organisation of student exchange programmes. The academic
exchange programme (DAAD) is involved in a programme of holiday jobs for
engineering, business and medical students. In 1975 this involved 80 students.

Local meetings on South African issues are organised, sometimes in con-
junction with sympathetic groups such as the Rotary Club. The magazine
Afrikapost serves as an unofficial publication for DSAG. Besides giving ample
editorial support for the South African regime it also gives widespread cover-
age of speeches made at DSAG meetings.

Co-operation between the various pro-apartheid groups has been instrumen-
tal in getting a number of influential Germans to visit South Africa and to
return with favourable comments. The chairman of the Workers Represen-
tative Council of Bayer AG is one example of a guest of the South Africa
Foundation whose favourable impressions of apartheid in South Africa were
given widespread publicity by the Foundation. Probably the most important
delegation was that of the Federation of German Industrialists which visited
South Africa in November 1975. The delegation’s itinerary included a meet-
ing with the South African Premier, B.J. Vorster.

Visitors who have given generous praise to the South Africa regime after
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Defence Force.

In Holland a new pro-apartheid group, the Kommittee Overleg Zuid-Afrika,
has been formed with the help of several right wing groups. It will join the
existing groups such as the Nederlandse-Zuidafrikaanse Vereeniging, the Stich-
ting Aktiegroep Zuid-Africa and the Nederlandse Zuidafrikaanse Wekgemeens-
cap (NZAW) The NZAW has strong connections with the Dutch Reformed
Church in South Africa. Every year in March the NZAW invites two South
Africans, usually one white and the other black, to tour the Netherlands to
“create understanding for, and to present an objective view of South Africa.”
Past visitors include Dr. Treurnicht,a former head of the Broederbond, and a
chief reporter of Radio Bantu, one of the services of the South African
Broadcasting Corporation.

More sinister is the attempt by the Plural societies Foundation to give South
Africa’s Bantustan policy a respectable academic and scientific following. The
editorial board of the magazine Plural Societies consists of Hollanders well
known for their pro-apartheid attitudes and it is printed by the same group
that handles the South African Embassy publications in the Netherlands. In
its reports on mixed cultures throughout the world favourable reference is
often made to the South African solution to this universal problem. The
Plural Societies Foundation has also produced a two volume study on Case
Studies on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms; A World Survey.

One of the associate editors is Nic Rhoodie, head of the Department of
Sociology at the University of Pretoria and co-author of Stepping into the
Future one of the propaganda pieces on African education distributed by
the Department of Information (see Part Five). Mr Rhoodie is a cousin of
the Rhoodie brothers who are the first and second in command of the
Department of Information in Pretoria. Eschel Rhoodie, the Secretary of the
Department, has considerable experience of propaganda in Holland as his
career includes a stint as information counsellor at The Hague.

Apartheid on the continent is therefore sold at many different levels. One
example illustrates both the nature of the product and its salesmen. The
South African press (The Star 24.4.1976) reported that Mr. Roland Hepers, a
South African diplomat in Switzerland had been alleged to be responsible for
derogatory remarks about blacks made in an interview with Elle magazine.
When asked to comment on these allegations Mr. Hepers said “We are not

allowed to talk to the Press” — a somewhat unusual position for an informa-
tion attache to take.
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visits there include Schleswig-Holstein’s prime minister Stoltenberg, Baden-
Wurttemberg's prime minister, Filbinger and the speaker of the Federal Diet,
von Hassel. A regular visitor to South Africa has been Franz-Josef Strauss. His
criticism of the Schmidt government for trying to effect change in South
Africa at the time of the Vorster-Kissinger meeting in Bavaria in June 1976
excited the comment in the liberal press that it could have been written by
Eschel Rhoodie, the Secretary for the Department of Information.

The pro-apartheid lobby in Germany makes a particular effort to influence
the German press. The visitor programme helps in this regard, particularly the
invitations to members of the influential regional press. Tremendous leverage
has been gained by the help in the preparation and financing of supplements
on South Africa in the major German newspapers such as the Frankfurter
Allgemeine, Handelsblat and Die Welt. There have been over 50 such supple-
ments since 1970, All contain massive advertising by the South African
government departments, and para-statal industries. Most of them feature an
interview with a South African cabinet minister and the articles invariably
stress the benefits of trade and investment with South Africa. This penetration
of the press is increased by the placing of advertisements on directly political
matters by both the Embassy and the Club of Ten.

The co-operation of German firms with interests in South Africa is also
obtained in the propaganda battle. For instance Volkswagen published a
glossy pamphlet written by a well known journalist (Thilo Koch) which
praised the social and labour policies of Volkswagen South Africa. The
pamphlet was widely distributed to influential people such as MPs.

The propaganda agent’s job ismade considerably easier by the line of un-
conditional support for the apartheid regime pursued by the most important
newspaper trust, the Springer group. It is interesting to nate that Karl Schiller,
former Economic minister of Germany who is employed by Anton Rupert’s
EDESA — a bank established for directing investment capital to South Africa’s
neighbour states through South Africa, is Springer’s economic consultant. The
Springer group also hasvery close connections with Franz-Joseph Strauss.

The newly formed Foreign Affairs Association soon became involved in
Germany. It organised a group of politicians to visit Germany, including
Bantustan ministers and Nationalist MPs. The FAA made use of the public
relations agency, Hennenhofer KG. which also produced one of the many
films distributed by the SA Embassy.

The relationship between the DSAG and the Foundation in Germany is
paralleled by its co-operation with other South African lobby groups in
Europe. In Holland it works with the Jan van Riebeeck Stichting, which is sub-
sidised by the Foundation. In France where the Foundation has an active
office, it co-operates with the Comite France Afrique du Sud. The SAF
also has an office in Vienna and in Switzerland it co-operates with the Swiss
South Africa Association. One of the most important guests the Foundation
has brought to South Africa is Dr Gygli, general chief of staff for the Swiss
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PART FIVE

PROPAGANDA ISSUES

Health propaganda by John Laurence

South Africa has been heavily criticised by reputable international bodies such
as the World Health Organisation for introducing racism into the practice of
medicine, and has countered with extensive propaganda articles, arguments
and booklets. Inevitably, these are compounded of photographs of happy
black patients, mainly at the “show” hospitals, of statistical trickery (see
below) and of the usual scrupulous avoidance of any useful comparison
between medical facilities for black and white in South Africa.

One such hook, Health and Healing (Dept of Information, Pretoria),
in attempting to put an ever greater gloss on the propaganda “image” of
black health facilities, praises South Africa’s care for black victims of mal-
nutrition, while admitting that “kwashiorkor is still prevalent among the
Bantu™ (page 7). (Kwashiorkor is malnutrition so severe that it is classed as
a notifiable disease.) Yet on the BBC “Man Alive™ programme on December
12, 1974, a South African Department of Information official informed
Britain: ““We have only a few cases of malnutrition.” The “facts™ are thus
twisted to suit any argument.

In truth, South African medicine is so racist that the blood of whites and
blacks is kept separate in hospitals for transfusions (a practice traceable to
Nazi ideology). The vast propaganda exercise for such black hospitals as
Baragwanath near Johannesburg (housed in old army huts, but boasted of as
“the biggest hospital for blacks in the world") conceals the fact that in the
grim black “city”" of Soweto, which Baragwanath serves, the ratio of resident
doctors to residents is one to more than 100,000 — while in neighbouring
white Johannesburg, for whites it is one for less than 1,000 persons. A black
man who falls seriously ill in Soweto at night often dies, unless he can get to
the rare resident doctor or the one hospital.

Infant Mortality Rates tell the true story, too. Of recent years, the black
IMR in wealthy white cities such as Bloemfontein and Grahamstown (as
given in official Medical Officers’ Reports) has been as high as almost 200
black babies per 1,000 dying in their first year — while the figures for whites
are always below 30 per 1.,000. The reason lies in the literally murderous
discrimination in the ratios of doctors available for whites and for blacks in
South Africa. The way this discrimination is concealed in South African
propaganda is both illuminating and typical.
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TAKE ONE PEACEFUL PEOPLE,
300 YEARS OF HISTORY,
A DEMOCRATIC PARLIAMENT,
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AND YOU HAVE A RATHER
NEW INDEPENDENT AFRICAN STA

We'dlike to welcome vou (o the Republic of Transkei.
On October 26 we, the Xhosa nation. celebrate our peaceful
evolution to total independence from South Africa.

We'll have our own judicial system. civil service, army,

olice force. economy and free society. And we'll also have

Tull recognition for our language. our culture and our tradi-
tions in 4 land where we've lived and prospered tor over 300
years — Transkei, a part of Africa which is just about the size
of Switzerland. T

For further information on one of
the countries with the brighiest economic
prospects in Aftica, and its attractive
investment incentives. wrile
Transkei Development Corporation,
P.0.Box 103, Umtata,
Republicof Transkei.

REPUBLIC OF TRANSKEI
Club of 10 advertisement appearing in British newspapers in September 1976.
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South Africa in Figures

LAND

South Africa is 472,359 square miles. Under the Native Land Act, no 27, of
1913, and the Native Land Act, no 18, of 1936, whites gave themselves
86.3% of the land and the remaining 13.8% to the Africans. The Coloured
and Indian people were not given any land. There are 10% whites per square
mile and 285 blacks per square mile.

POPULATION 1970 census 1974 (estimated)
Africans 15.0 million 17.7 million
Whites 3.8 million 4.2 million
Coloureds 2.0 million 2.3 million
Asians .6 million .7 million
GOVERNMENT

The white minority of 3.8 million rule the black majority of 17.6 million.
Only whites may elect or be elected Members of Parliament. Blacks may only
elect members of the Bantu legislative assemblies which have limited powers
in the homelands. Coloured and Asian people have no franchise in South
Africa.

HOMES

South Africans are not free to choose where to live. Africans must live in
Bantu areas, whites in white areas, Coloureds in Coloured areas and Asians in
Asian areas as defined by the Group Areas Act, no 36, of 1966.

EDUCATION % GNP Amount Allocated
Africans 0.6% 140
Whites 2.9% 628
Coloureds 0.5% 108
Asians 0.2% 45

GNP: 1976: R21,717 million

EXCHANGE RATE: MID 1976

1 Rand 1,14 US dollars

0,67 British sterling
5,7 French francs
2,89 German marks

SUID-AFRIKAANSE

INSTITUUT
i AMSTERDAM
— O NC | A
KEIZERSGRAL 1

The Transkei's own propaganda campaigns

In the month before “independence”, the Transkei government launched a
world-wide propaganda campaign seeking international recognition. Or did it?
For the advertisements followed the format, schedules, arguments, untruths
and false analogics of South Africa’s own propaganda advertisements for the
Transkei “homeland” during previous years, and they claimed that the
Transkei is now “fully democratic”, “totally independent from South Africa™
and that its Parliament is even modelled, statute by statute, on the British
Parliament.

Such claims are astonishing, for nowhere was it mentioned that just before
“independence”, Prime Minister Matanzima imprisoned the entire Executive
of the Transkei Opposition party. Nor was it mentioned that the infamous
South African Proclamation 400 would remain in force: the Emergency
Regulations which make it a criminal offence for a Transkei citizen to
“make any statement or perform any action” likely to interfere with the
authority of a Transkei chief or headman, “to boycott official meetings, or
to treat a chief or headman with disrespect.”

The claim of “total independence” from South Africa is similarly suspect.
600 white Sourh A frican police patrolled the Transkei on “Independence”™
Day. South Africa refused permission for British television’s *“This Week™
team to cover the Transkei’s “Independence” celebrations. And despite re-
peated statements that the Transkei is a “non-racist state™ after “‘independ-
ence’, it preserves intact the South African legislation which is the most
racist in the world today — the South African Immorality Act which makes
human love between people of different skin colours a criminal offence.

Yet one must not blame the Transkeians themselves. The people have
had no say in the feudal structure of their Parliament, nor have they ever
been given the chance to express their views on independence at the polls.
On the contrary, not only did Chief Matanzima, the Transkei’s unelected
ruler, always refuse a referendum, but he negotiated independence
directly — and without eveq 6l1e consent of his Party — with the all-white
South African government.~ Like the blacks in “*mainland” South Africa,
the blacks of the Transkei have all their decisions made for them by others.
Presumably that is why all elections for ten years past have produced
apathetic minority polls.

Such apathy is easily understandable. For in the year before “inde-
pendence”, even Chief Matanzima himself was threatening: “the only
practical difference independence will make to the average Transkei
citizen is that they will carry Transkei passports instead of South African
passes.”

The Meaning of “lndependem:e“l 1
It is indeed true that for black Transkeians (but not, should there be any,
white Transkeians) the passport to South Africa now fulfills the same
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REPUBLIC OF TRANSKEI
AFRICA'S QUIET INDEPENDENCE

In British newspapers in September 1976.



Economic sanctions
make me shudder.

“ | have often expressed my ditferences with
the white government of Pretoria in no uncertain
terms. But the mere idea of total economic
sanctions from abroad to assist us, makes me
shudder. We, the black people, will be the tirst

to sufter.
7 8/73

Chief Minister L M. Mangope,
Bophuthatswena Governmenrt Senv.ce

o Lo contact The Economics
o THE | RUST BANK OF AFRICA LIMITED, 3!st Fioor, Tnust Bank Cer ire, Heerergrach' Czpe Town Sauth At ~3

s in South Africa. Mrs Mvubelo’s statement said that she doubted
r any suggestions for alternatives to the apartheid system would be
le or effective for Africans in South Africa. (Rand Daily Mail:

973).
‘advertisements appeared in New Zealand, Australia, United States anc

ROEDERBOND BUSINESS LOBBY by Rosanne Harvey

he Nationalist Party swept into power in 1948 one of its first objectiv
establish Afrikaner dominance in big business which was then mainly
hands of Enelish and Jewish South Africans. This was achieved by chas
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MERVYN REES
CHRIS DAY




CHRIS DAY'S

journalistic career in
South Africa has span-
ned twenty-one years,
spent mainly on the
Rand Daily Mail, where
he has been a city
affairs reporter, feature
writer and news editor
and is now an assistant
editor in charge of the
newspaper’s investig-
ation team. He has
worked with Rees on
many assignments and
acted as coordinator on
the Muldergate in-
vestigation, during
which he joined Rees in
the hunt for Eschel
Rhoodie.

MERVYN REES has

been a crime and inves-
tigative reporter work-
ing in Southern Africa
for nearly twenty years
and with the Rand Daily
Mail for most of that
time. Without doubt
the outstanding journa-
list of his kind in South
Africa, he was joint
winner with Chris Day
of the national award
for enterprising journa-
lism in 1969 and has
received honourable
mention for this award
on four other occasions.
He worked exclusively
on the Muldergate
assignment for a full
two years.
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‘I told Vorster and Diederichs in no uncertain terms that the Department
of Information was nothing more than a super post office which produced
brochures and publications; which made films that had such a soft sell that
even the South African Tourist Corporation had found it difficult to market
them. The kind of crap that was being churned out included films on the
flowers of South Africa and the freedom of an eagle in the Drakensberg
mountains.

‘I told them that we would not continue a major operational effort in the
Department, directed towards the general public and based on the old concepts.’

Rhoodie’s tace hardened, and he looked more like Gaddafi than ever. ‘I
told them bluntly: we would deviate radically from this and would go after
the opinion formers and decision takers in the Western world—by any means
possible.”

He sat back, sipping at a glass of water as another garish Ecuador Airline
passenger jet came swooping past the hotel window. Although dressed in an
open-necked sports shirtand a pair of white slacks, his body was stiff and formal.
He was back in Vorster’s office that February day in 1974.

‘I'looked across at Diederichs and said, do you know that there is a strong
movement in the United States towards business disengagement and that is
something that is going to hurt South Africa deeply?

‘I switched to Vorster: there is a new philosophy in the world which
originated in Holland—that the political system in South Africa is based on
structural violence. This argument enables other organisations to support
groups and people who are bent on using violence as a solution to the problems
of South Africa.

( LA 4 ’)

‘I told him— and I think this is the crux of the matter'-f— Fhat ifSo'uth Africa
were to make headway in the world, and to break out of its isolation in order to
establish channels of communication, then two things would have to happen:
first, we would have to look very carefully at those laws, regulations, practices
and customs in South Africa which affronted the dignity of the black man-—
and which had nothing at all to do with the overall objectives of separate
political freedom, or the establishment of independent homelands for blacks,

or those things that deeply affronted the friends of South Africa abroad.’
Rhoodie’s one hand clenched, smacking into the palm of the other: ‘I made
a major issue out of this, because racism had become the greatest social,
political evil of the world. And we were vulnerable—because many laws and
regulations, and many customs and traditions were, frankly, based on colour.

‘I pointed out that Communism was now a respectable political movement,

particularly in Europe. In Italy and France the Communist parties were very
strong and it would not help for South Africa to defend itself by saying that
the agitation against us was being led by the Communists. I said a mayjor effort
must be made to eliminate those laws and rules based purely on colour.’

Rhoodie paused again, took another sip of water and carried on with his
account.

‘T:har, I'told them, is the first part of the plan. And then I outlined the second
crucial aspect of the plan.’

Rees: ‘Was this the Brownie dictum »’

‘\fes, this was the Brownie dictum. I said we could not hope to go through
(t):eicij(l)rclgar}nsise,s:r?;ctlhsrgjdgih dip}if)r}x:a}tlic channels, to make any h§adway in
ot .Of prcsemed stud :;v:tlcf fad been made of the eﬂ"ecnveness or
States. I pointed out that in tho (jSO ’1 01‘ exa{Tlple, e ey and the Unied
there were something e s 0(;30 . fa one, within the Federal qut?rnment,
millions of doas ymgau then; ) in ormatmn.ofﬂces spending millions and

| fdollars, arket surveys which had been conducted showed
their credibility was extremely low.
bel;g:: trj::s;nfofror; :::i:)snwl:lscmmpleh: people, p(.)litici:.ans 'tmd Athe media' did not
to present the afhein T e;x}]s: the peolee dllssemmatmg it were being paid
avemngs, st - Lhe answer, I said, was also simple: create new

: -Nts, organisations and people who could speak on behalf
of South Africa without being openly tied to us . . .’
Day: ‘Like the Club of Ten?
‘Exactly, like the Club of Ten.’

(. or)

These then were the two key pillars to Rhoodie’s platform: bring about
change in South Africa to make it easier to gain acceptance abroad; and
establish a secret propaganda network.

Rhoodie said he told the meeting that this campaign should sidestep the
question of race relations in South Africa and concentrate on those issues which
would present the country’s assets—its strategic importance, its long alliance
with the West, its strategic minerals and metals, that the Government was
committed to objectives which, at least in theory, were similar to those which
the United Nations supported.

‘I used the example of a seminar organised by UNESCO in Yugoslavia on
the problems of a multi-national society where the resolutions adopted at the
time by 36 countries were in direct line with the thinking of the South African
Government.’

Rhoodie stood up from his chair, the first time he’d done so while talking to
Rees and Day during their work sessions. ‘I turned to Vorster and said: “Are
you fully aware of what I mean when I refer to a propaganda war, and what is
involved in psychological warfare?”

‘I specifically said to him: ““I want you to approve, not an information asset,
but a propaganda war in which no rules or regulations count. If it is necessary
for me to bribe someone, then I would bribe him or her. If it was necessary for
me to purchase, for example, a sable mink coat for an editor’s wife then I
should be in a position to do so. If it was necessary for me to send somebody
on a holiday to the Hawaiian Islands with his mistress for a month, then I
should be able to do so. Are you fully aware of what I mean then, Mr Prime
Minister?”’

The hotel room went quiet. Rhoodie looked out of the window, down a long
valley and across to the snow-capped peaks of the Andes.

‘What did Vorster say?’

He turned and looked at the journalists: ‘“Vorster said he approved the
propaganda war—a war in which I should not be concerned about rules and
regulations.’

Rhoodie sat down again, crossed his legs, and continued talking. ‘I then said
to the Prime Minister that I had several projects in mind that we should
undertake over the next five years. When it came to the question of money,
Dr Diederichs, who was then standing at the window, turned to me and asked
what amounts I envisaged.’

The Rhoodie smile came on briefly. ‘I told him to sit down, because I said it
might come as a shock to him that I wanted something like R25-million 4
year over a five-year period. I told him that if, after that period, we had not
succeeded in achieving a breakthrough, then I would gladly resign. We would
make it in the next five years, or not at all.

‘Diederichs turned to me and said he liked the presentation. He was prepared
to accept it and he was prepared to provide the money.’

Rhoodie’s pride was almost visible when he said: ‘Do you know, Dir
Diederichs said he was terribly disappointed that he had not had this conver-
sation ten years ago-—South Africa badly neceded this kind of programme’

In motivating the need for this vast budget, Rhoodie said he told Vorster
that Germany had occupied, and won over, a number of countries without
firing a shot simply by using psychological warfare and propaganda. ‘You
know, van den Bergh and | were against any military activities or military arms
support anywhere in Africa.’

Rhoodie said he was asked by Vorster to prepare an outline of the programme
on paper; this he did, and he asked for a total R65-million, of which R15-
million would be spent in the first year.

Vorster said he could not take the money out of his BOSS budget, because
the Opposition would attack him, saying the money was being used for the
BOSS apparatus. Diederichs, he said, later told him that a general outline of
the projects proposed for the initial period, as well as the necessity for them,
was given to P.W. Botha, then Minister of Defence, who had agreed that this
was a good idea. The money would be channclled through the Department
of Defence, to BOSS, and then to the ‘G’ funds in the Department of
Information.

(Rees § Dwy 1950 pI70-173)

political rhetoric via variously involved parties (Rhoodie used emotive manipulation, drawing on individual patriotism and afri-
‘kaner nationalism...essentially setting a stage/middle ground to solicit and manage a series of projects with inflated budgets (the

~ dealings were couched in the political rhetoric of the war of information).
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-Dunng the sevenues South Afnca $ecretly spent R75 mlihon on-a covert propaganda campaign.
<Ehe funds were-hidden in the secret budget of the Minister of Defence; wrthout Parilament's ap-
praval. Whes detauls leakgd to the press; it-set off a string ot dramatic everts forcmg the-abdica-
tioh of the &fate President: The fall-out changed the politicalface of Séuth Amca Desplte mas-
-sive press coverage, and.months of secret hearings by a eommissign of1 quqry under -Jijstice
Rudolph Erasnius; a thousand questions remainegd unanswered. The central; tigure in the drama
was De Eschel Rhogodie; who had the résponsibility of exécuting the secret programme and

- whom'thie:government of-Mr. P.W.: Botha first-fried-t0 silence and then, . unuccessfully, to im-
prison.:Now, the-complete inside story of the: entiré dramia is told for the'first time:: by the only
person who had access to all the information — Eschel Rhoodie himself. THE real INFOHMA-
TION SCANDAL will surprise and enfuriate. lt:wilk also shock you. Revealed, at last, is-proof of
whether or not.the R75 million was a total waste, and whg Was responsible, as we!l as; the iden-
tity of the man whose political maneuverings unleashed thé storm. 5%

PIK BOTHA Eschel BRhoodie aﬂd Conme Murder wpre fud rous they wasted mi”iOﬂS without
achieving anything. _.

US NEWS AND WORLD REPOF%T South Afnca sdnformation r*amomqn had aChneved definite

success in termsof.shqtt andi loog term ob;act:ves

AFRICA REPﬂRT Wash’mqtoq Ame icans wnll have to sludy Sout‘h Afrma § |nformat|on cam-

paigns with*gréat care.: . i : S0

PROFESSOR BARNARD: We d!d a 15 more good than ar'y(hmo elae and ift thé end that is all

that-counts.; : S RER ;

PIK BOTHA: Eschel Rhoodie was a-bumo!mg amatéur.

GENERAL HEIN DU TOIT I have great apprecsahon forsome: aﬂen bnlhantiy conrewed ideas of

Dr.. Rhoodie.

W.J. GREEE MP now Mr. Speaker: Dr Rl"oocne to his credit fias done enormousry good work

in his depaﬂment for:South Africa._ | have no nesnahon as farias his work is concerned to laud

him and to say that he deserves ali-praise.

OWEN HORWQ®OB, in. Parliament: Dr. Rhobgie's actlons are treasonable.

AL HAMISHAR, an Israeli. newspaper: In any Tdfmal country, such an-industrious and efficient

head of Information as Eschel Rhoodie would have been qranted the status of.candidate for the

Assiduous Worker Prize.

BEELD: It'was a mistake to appoint Hiffi-as Secmlary

THE STAR: Every senior government official appreéched for commeént in Pretoria today was em-

phatic that Dr. Rhoodie was weff qualified for the position.

THE OBSERVER, London: His whole operation was deliberately detatched from the stolid back-

ground of Afrikaner bureaucracy'. . . he talked compassionately about human rights and the ex-

cesses of apartheid and to: many people he was a genuine idealist. He represented the opening

out of-Afrikanerdom into the larger world of international business and diplomacy.
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The newspaper for peace published by the left wing Inter Church Council for
Peace in the Netherlands and which consistently attacked the bona fides of South
Africa.

brought in two new operators, one from South Africa and one a
prominent Dutch businessman, with first class political connections, as
lobbyist. One was paid R8 000 for a one-year project. The other, B.P.
Rauweda R30:000 per year on a three-year contract as lobbyist. In ad-
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The “newspaper for peace” produced by a secret front organisation of the
Department of Information to counter the anti-South African propaganda spread
by the Inter Church Council for Peace.

operations. As | explained it to General Van den Bergh when the Gen-
eral was evaluating the secret operations: “They talked a hell of a lot,
but they produced only when I sat on their tails’’. Wim Venhoven was
a prime example. In 1978 payments to Bergh were cut off. Instead we
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tached correspondence. His “‘contact” in London was David Abram-
son who was paying him the money for the publication of the
magazine.

Technical & Scientific,

25

it DEVELOPMENT PRESS
Department of Information
Bretoris
14.7-784
Confidential

I an somevhat in the dark about your current role and the implications
of the announced reorganisation of the Department. I would be grateful if you
could inform me whether confidential correspondence should continue to be addressed
to you. If mot, to whom? Also, does the london ceontact vemain the same?

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely

.
CE et T, & £

lawrence lorgan

Intertech
Development Press Division

Teiephones:

Seifton (058 4733) 206
Bromfield (068 477) 313
London 01-242 2320
Telex: 28905 Development.

Ronman & Pariners (West Garmany |
D.L Morgsn & Partnens [England)

230

[ : ;
Jan van Zyl Alberts gave up more than 20 directorships at my request and devoted
himself full time to implementing various secret projects for Information in South
Africa with a budget exceeding R17 million. He saved the state hundreds of thou-
sands, made a profit of close on R2 million and was then publicly and indirectly ac-
cused by the Erasmus Commission of theft and fraud. When the accusations had to be
tested the Attorney General refused to prosecute because the evidence of the Com-
mission would not stand up in a court of law. The Commission’s prejudice in his case
was outrageous. Photo: Alberts Library.
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Mr L. Morgan

Intertech

Development Press Division
The White House

Stanton Lacy

Ludlow

SHROPSHIRE

England

Dear Lawrence
Thank you for your letter of 14 July 1978.
Please address all correspondence to your friend in

London.

Yours sincerely,
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ESCHEL RHOODIE.

In Holland there were many secret payments to various organisations,

There were many people well disposed towards South Africa (I had
worked in Holland at the South African Embassy from 1967-1971)
but they were unorganised, had no real financial support and no one
really wanted to get out and fight the anti-South African lobby if he
was going to lose money in the process, or if he had to pay out of his
own pocket. In the end the total expenditure on the house magazine of
the Dutch South African Organisation (the NZAW) was paid for by us,
including monies paid to the editors and for the distribution costs. Be-
tween 1974 and 1978 the organisation, listed as G26-B in the secret
programme, received some R72 000 from South Africa. Dr Wim
Veenhoven of the NZAW received a personal secret allowance of
12 000 Dutch guilders per year, tax free, and was still receiving this
money when [ left the Department in 1978.

Nothing better illustrates the methods we used in Holland than the
Stichting Beheercentrum, an organisation run by Wim Veenhoven
and Henk Bergh and which received some R70 000 from us (up until
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CHAPTER 7

THE WORLD OF THE PRESS

Three operations on which the opposition press in South Africa spent
a great deal of money and time to unravel were To The Point, The
Citizen, and The Washington Star. It ended up with the National Party
trying to placate the opposition press while exposing and ditching one
of South Africa’s best and most powerful friends in the media in
Europe.

In previous chapters a great deal has already been said of the vari-
ous publication programmes of front organisations such as the South-
ern African Freedom Foundation, Prescon Business News, the Foreign
Affairs Association, The Institute for the Study of Plural Societies, Afri-
comics, Pace, Hit, Southen African Development, Le Monde
Modeme, and many others.

The Washington Star will be dealt with in Chapter 9.

Others are still to be presented but, apart from The Washington Star
project, the money allocated in secret for the establishment and run-
ning of The Citizen and for subscriptions to the international edition of
To The Point dwarf any other project in terms of cost.

The Citizen has generated more political heat than almost all other
secret projects combined — and probably as much nonsense and as
many rumours as anything else.

* K R ok ok R

To The Point was the very first secret operation in which | got in-
volved, even before | became Secretary of Information.

The first time | heard of To The Point was early in 1970 when
Hubert Jussen mentioned to me in The Hague that he was considering
retiring, but that he wished to make one last effort at establishing a
truly conservative international news magazine.
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Five years later the Government was secretly buying 30 000 copies
per month of the magazine for distribution, world wide, to opinion for-
mers, businessmen, army, navy and airforce officers, stockbrokers,
lawyers, professors, and politicians at a cost of millions of Rands per
year,

When | first met Jussen in 1967, I was Counsellor at the South Afri-
can Embassy in The Hague for press and information. [ had just come
from Pretoria where | was Head of the American Desk. Jussen, at that
time, was publisher and director of the biggest political weekly in Hol-
land, Elseviers Weekblad, and a member of the Press Council of the
Netherlands.

In 1968 ] arranged for Jussen to visit South Africa as a guest of the
Department of Information. At that stage we were still at liberty to
invite prominent Dutch journalists, editors, and politicians to visit
South Africa without the “peoples court”” set up at Schiphol airport by
the left wing press and the communists trying to judge the returning
visitor from South Africa.

During his visit to South Africa, Jussen met Dr Nico Diederichs, Dr
Mulder, and also Mr Vorster. Jussen was a heavyweight who deserved
the best of attention. Just after World War [l he became a trusted asso-
ciate of General Eisenhower. Although very little was recorded of their
meetings, Eisenhower used Jussen to help rebuild the Dutch and Bel-
gian press after the devastation of the war in the European lowlands.
He later became director of the biggest Dutch daily newspaper De
Telegraaf before he established and built up the hugely successful
Elseviers Weekblad. The Queen approved of his appointment to the
Press Council, and he became a Commissioner of KLM, the Royal
Dutch airlines. In 1970 he was appointed chief executive of the Vereni-
gde Nederlandse Uitgewery, the largest publications group in Holland
— about the size of Perskor, Nasionale Pers, and SAAN combined. He
was a powerful friend yet he was to be knifed by the government he
tried to help.

In 1969 and 1970 Jussen again paid visits to South Africa. After the
summer of 1970, he told me that the climate for establishing a new
conservative news magazine in Europe had worsened and that his
friend Axel Springer, publisher of Die Welt, had to live with a 24 hour
bodyguard. He therefore found conditions in South Africa refreshingly
different and was amazed that the Prime Minister's office could be
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| declined the offer. Not long afterwards Duizings told me that To The
Point had been registered as a company. When [ asked him whether
Jussen was set on going ahead with the project, he told me that his
wife Olga (a beautiful and refined girl — one of the heiresses to the
Kryenborg fortune in Holland) was also going to put up money for the
magazine. Duizings asked me to mention a few names of people he
could approach for senior editorial positions. At that stage Dirk Rich-
ard, editor of Die Vaderland, was visiting Holland while Gordon van
der Merwe was heading SAPA’s office in London. Both were good
men, but while Van der Merwe impressed Duizings, he felt that Rich-
ards was too provincial in his outlook.

I remained very sceptical about the chances of the project and when
Jussen departed for South Africa, [ bet him a whole case of KWV 10
year old brandy that the Government would not come up with suffi-
cient funds. ‘I just can't see Gerald Barrie doing a thing like that. He
has no vision. If he does recommend support, it will probably not be
enough to pay a quarter of your salaries.”

Shortly afterwards [ had to take the case of KWV to Jussen’s house
where he told me the matter had been taken out of Barrie’s hands.
After a meeting of senior Ministers consisting of the Prime Minister, Dr
Diederichs, Mr P.W. Botha, Mr Ben Schoeman, Mr D. Uys, Dr H.
Muller, and Dr Connie Mulder, a decision had been conveyed to
Jussen that the Government would provide enough funds for a five-
year period, after establishment of the magazine, to cover the costs for
printing and mailing 30 000 copies all over the world. The Govern-
ment would provide the addresses.

I could hardly believe my ears, but there it was.

Jussen told me that Gerald Barrie was present when the project was
discussed with the Prime Minister, and that according to both Mulder
and Barrie the only person in the group who voted against the pro-
posal was Mr Ben Schoeman. Dr Mulder later confirmed this fact.

Jussen did not discuss any financial arrangements with me except
that he had established a company, African International Publications,
and that the magazine would be funded by the Jussen Family Trust
from Switzerland. This time not only Duizings but Jussen also asked
me to join the magazine as Deputy Editor. But | could not reach a deci-
sion. | had just received a promotion and found myself as the highest
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reached directly from the street at the Union Buildings without a single
policeman stopping you. (Not any more).

My own assessment of conditions in Europe at the time was more or
less the same as that of Jussen with whom | had become good friends.

Jussen told me that he believed he could begin a conservative
weekly magazine in South Africa and could expand it to Europe and
the United States. He believed that the magazine should concentrate
on Africa because the world was so terribly uninformed about Africa,
particularly Southern Africa, while the few magazines which did circu-
late in Africa, such as Jeune Afrique were either totally controlled by
radical Arab states or were politically far to the left.

I spent an evening at Jussen's house advising him in the preparation
of his evaluation of such a project for South Africa, how the paper
costs would affect him, labour costs, office accommodation, Post
Office regulations, etc. He also asked my opinion about the availability
of senior editorial staff, printers, printing costs and airmail distribution
of existing newspapers and news magazines. It was much later that he
told me he would find it difficult to keep such a project afloat without
some kind of financial support from the Government by way of block
subscriptions. (The Dutch government directly subsidises the press in
Holland to the tune of millions of dollars every year in order to guaran-
tee a diversity of opinions to the public.) Later in 1970 he flew to
South Africa and much to my surprise, returned a week later with the
news that he had won the support of Gerald Barrie, Connie Mulder,
Nico Diederichs and John Vorster. They were not only keen he should
set up the magazine in South Africa but were prepared, in principle, to
provide financial help by way of pre-paid subscriptions.

Early in 1971 Jussen told me that he expected to get the financial
support from the Government and that he had already contacted
Martin Duizings, Editor-in-Chief of Elseviers, to become Editor of the
magazine. It was Duizings and [ who coined the name for the maga-
zine. We were sitting at a restaurant in the Hotel d’la Europe in Am-
sterdam discussing the future of the magazine when Duizings re-
marked that what he wanted editorially was something that would
always be to the point. Then he smiled and we both said in Dutch:
“Dat is het. Seg, wij noemen Hubert’s baby To The Point.”

At the same time Duizings, who had not yet been to South Africa,
asked me whether [ would not be interested in retuming to journalism.
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paid Information official overseas. My South African civil service rank
was higher than that of the Ambassador.

In April 1971 Jussen surprised me by telling me that | would receive
an invitation from the KLM on an inaugural flight to South Africa on
board one of their newest aircraft. The next day I received a phone call
from Dr Mulder in Cape Town asking me to come and see him in
Cape Town. The timing was no co-incidence, and when [ arrived in
Cape Town, Mulder told me in his office that the Government had de-
cided to provide Jussen with this assistance but that it was going to be
done in great secrecy. The money would be coming from the account
of the Prime Minister on the subhead of the Bureau for State Security,
Because millions were involved, Mr Vorster wanted to have someone
he could rely upon at all times within the inner circle of the magazine,
not only to keep an eye on the editorial content, but also to make sure
that the magazines we paid for went to the right people. In fact, it
would be expected of me to assist in gathering names and addresses.
Jussen, on his side, had also asked the Prime Minister to nominate
someone with journalistic and international experience to serve in a
senior editorial capacity. He was sensitive to the fact that the magazine
was not only owned by a foreigner but also edited by one.

Dr Mulder told me he was appealing to me to take the job because it
was in the national interest. He told me Mr Vorster would “greatly ap-
preciate’”’ my co-operation. He would transfer me back to South Africa
in August so that | would not have to resign abroad and be saddled
with the cost of getting my furniture and car back to South Africa. |
would work for a while in Pretoria as an adviser to his Ministry in the
morning, and in the afternoon [ could travel to Johannesburg at
government expense to work on the preparation of the first edition.
Gerald Barrie had been fully briefed and would take care of the rest of
the arrangements.

On my return to South Africa [ found myself promoted to Senior In-
formation Controller with an office next to the Minister. In the mean-
while Jussen and Duizings had arrived in South Africa and appointed
Gordon van der Merwe as the number three man in the editorial hier-
archy after Duizings and myself. Barrie saw to it that I received the
necessary government funds to travel by car to Johannesburg every
day, with subsistence included. It cost several hundred Rands per
month, and [ often wondered how Barrie succeeded in getting past his
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own auditors with the payments — which were clearly in viclation of
all rules and regulations.

One can readily understand my amazement when I read in the
South African newspapers that Gerald Barrie swore he never knew
that Information had any secret programmes going.

Before [ resigned from the department [ saw Dr Diederichs. He told
me that specific amounts would be provided by General Van den
Bergh and that after a certain peak had been reached, the amounts
would decline to nil in the fifth year. As owner of the company Jussen
was in full control and would enjoy complete autonomy. Without that
autonomy Jussen would never have agreed to go ahead. He did not
have to report to the Government and he did not have to submit finan-
cial statements, said Dr Diederichs. All that he had to do was to pro-
vide a magazine for interational distribution, a magazine which could
pride itself on balanced, responsible journalism. Dr Diederichs also
told me that Jussen had instructions from Mr Vorster to destroy all fi-
nancial records at the end of each year which could in anyway indicate
the government was secretly subscribing to so many copies.

l also went and saw General Van den Bergh and Brand Fourie, Sec-
retary for Foreign Affairs, to whom | explained the set-up. Fourie
showed no surprise; in fact he invited me to check with him regularly
on developments in Africa. *“We do not want To The Point to expose a
particular leader as a corrupt individual when the Government may se-
cretly be conferring with him on other matters,” Fourie laughed. Sub-
sequently Martin Duizings and [ also came to see him together, on the
same subject. When Brand Fourie later denied any knowledge of
secret projects of the Department of Information [ was no longer sur-
prised. By then amnesia among high politicians and civil servants had
become an epidemic.

With all this information at my disposal, and with Gerald Barrie's
blessing [ went with Dr Connie Mulder and Hendrik van den Bergh to
see the Prime Minister at the Union Buildings. I told Mr Vorster that |
would be a great deal happier to resign if | knew that my pension was
safe. While Mr Vorster felt something could be done about the matter,
General Van den Bergh thought otherwise. It was too risky, he ex-
plained, and in any case To The Point belonged to Jussen. He should
provide my pension. It was then that Vorster turned to me and said: “I
know that To The Point belongs to Mr Jussen and that he is going to
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ready established a company in Belgium in 1973 (To The Point Inter-
national) and was the only shareholder. The financial assistance for
the two editions finally became part and parcel of the Governments
secret five-year programme. In 1975 Dr Diederichs provided another
R300000 to enable Jussen to do some test runs for the magazine in
the United States. It was clear to me that if To The Point International
did well, the Government was prepared to consider subsidising an
American edition as well.

Meanwhile Jussen was also anxious to obtain the services of a senior
South African businessman with good connections in the right circles.
On Vorster and General Van den Bergh's recommendation, Jussen
appointed Jan van Zyl Alberts as Manager of To The Point. Although |
knew that Alberts was a trusted friend of Van den Bergh and the Prime
Minister, | also thought that they might be testing my ability to keep a
secret, so for at least eighteen months I never mentioned to Alberts
that I was party to the secret of state subsidy. [ did so only after Mr Vor-
ster and General Van den Bergh gave me the green light. [ always be-
lieved that Alberts did not play any other role at To The Point except
as General Manager for the South African edition in Johannesburg. Al-
berts often told me that Jussen never discussed the finances of the
foreign edition with him. The movement of funds between the Reserve
Bank and the Jussen account abroad remained a top secret. Much
later Jussen told me that the Prime Minister and the Reserve Bank had
given Jussen extraordinary permission to move funds back and forth
from Europe without exchange control. After payment to Jussen in
Rands, the Rands were converted to dollars in Switzerland and trans-
ferred via the Jussen personal account to South African commercial
banks in dollars.

In 1975 when Mr Owen Horwood took over from Dr Diederichs as
Minister of Finance, Jussen prepared a complete statement of money
he had received and expended, including a complete breakdown of
how much it cost to print and airmail each copy to various countries of
the world. [ studied this report carefully, and since in my own depart-
ment we produced and published many magazines and newspapers
for distribution in South Africa and abroad, | was convinced that Jus-
sen's budget was very accurate. [ took this statement to Dr Diederichs
who kept it and handed it back to me, with his initials on each page.
This was on the same day Senator Horwood and I met in Dr Diede-
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be your boss. Not I. But if the State should ever decide to cancel its
subscription to the magazine and as a result the magazine should cease
to exist, I fully realise you may be out of a job, and a promising career
in the public service would be cut short. Therefore | promise you now,
so that Dr Mulder and General Van den Bergh can bear witness, that if
that happens we will find ways and means to help you. You can count
on that just as we count on you never to let this secret get out.”

It was quite a speech for Vorster, and I resigned from the Public Ser-
vice satisfied, glowing with zeal and idealism.

For my 16 years service | received a lump sum pension payment of
about R5 000!

During my time at To The Point, Duizings and | handled the editorial
and news budget. Jussen never discussed the general state of affairs
with me or Duizings. I did see correspondence with Axel Springer in
Germany and the mighty McGraw Hill group in the United States. |
believe that somehow Jussen was also getting funds from these two
sources as well as from his wife, Olga. For example Hans Gemani, the
Africa representative of Springers biggest newspaper Die Welt, had his
offices on the same floor as To The Point and wrote regularly for us.
Later in 1973 AIPC also became the representative of McGraw Hill in
South Africa.

Some time in 1972 just after my appointment as Secretary | was
called to a meeting between Dr Mulder, Mr Barrie and General Van
den Bergh at which General Van den Bergh said that since the sub-
scription funds was part of a publications project, it should really not
remain on the budget of the Prime Minister. He was going to ask the
Prime Minister to transfer the funds to the secret account which Trea-
sury had then already provided for Information. Gerald Barrie thus
knew from 1972 that Information was getting funds in secret from
another state department, but he waited untill six months before his re-
tirement, in 1978, to begin his audit of Informations secret expendi-
ture, while telling Parliament he had no prior knowledge of such funds.

It was not untill 1974 that Dr Diederichs finally told me the exact
amounts involved and that the payments were always transferred from
South Africa through the Reserve Bank to the secret trust account of
Jussen in Switzerland.

In 1975 To The Point went truly international when it opened the
offices of the European edition in Antwerp, Belgium. Jussen had al-
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rich's office in Cape Town to brief the new Minister of Finance on all of
our secret programmes. Thereafter the subsidy for To The Point was
regularly included on the five-year programme with Senator Hor-
wood’s approval.

Dr Horwood's later testimony that he did not know of secret state
funds for To The Point is simply untrue, He saw the specific figures in
the office of Dr Diederichs in 1975. He saw the totals in 1976, 1977
and 1978.

After [ had resigned from To The Point to accept the post of Secre-
tary of Information, Duizings asked me to assist him in getting some-
one else to fill the vacancy. | proposed Dr John Poorter, at that time
Director of Information at the South African Embassy in London. |
flew to London to talk to Poorter and convinced him that it was a
chance of life time. After speaking twice to Duizings, Poorter accepted
the post. My instructions from Vorster was not to inform Poorter of the
secret subsidy. His argument was that the subscriptions lists had been
completed. The magazine was ideologically on the right track, and
there was no need for Poorter to know. [ just could not accept this cal-
lous attitude. Poorter had a promising career in front of him, and al-
though he was financially well off, I felt | owed it to him to inform him
that the Government was committed to a further five year subsidy, and
that at least for the next five years his job as Deputy Editor of the
magazine would be safe. Poorter resigned after this personal assurance
on my part, and he said that he would not have left if | had not putit to
him in this way.

African International Publications was an independent company
from the beginning, and the Government never held any shares in the
company. When [ had to resign from the Public Service and to carry
the loss in pension advantages, | knew that the magazine was not
owned by the State. When | was re-appointed as Secretary of Infor-
mation, | had to buy back my pension. Because I have also heard Mrs
Jussen speak of the large amounts of money which her husband was
getting from her for his “last venture”, | am equally convinced that the
Government did not furnish all the funds that Jussen required. Senator
Horwood also never asked me to check the income and expenditure
of the magazine, as | was asked to do in the case of The Citizen.

The background to the ownership of To The Point, subsequently
confirmed by the State Trust Board, is extremely important to under-
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stand as it was instrumental in one incredible affair which brought Rap-
port and Beeld in a head on collision with myself.

An editorial severely criticising the Department of Foreign Affairs
and some South African diplomats appeared one day in To The Point.
To my amazement the next issue of Rapport contained a front page
attack on me personally in which it was claimed that, translated, my
magazine (Rhoodie se blad) had stabbed Foreign Affairs in the back. It
hardly bothered to disguise its belief that | was the author of the edi-
torial. The next Monday Beeld repeated the story. The newspaper had
ample time to telephone me at home to ask my comments, but it never
did so.

I was furious. At that stage Brand Fourie and [ were meeting requ-
larly in Pretoria and Cape Town to discuss matters of mutual concern.
We were both worried about the bad blood that had existed over the
years between Foreign Affairs and Information, a legacy of the Barrie
era. In the last year of his stewardship, for example, Gerald Barrie re-
fused to speak to Fourie, except by letter.

In September 1975 | wrote in a confidential Departmental newslet-
ter that Brand Fourie and | regularly consulted with each other. “I
have great respect for his capabilities and what he has achieved,” |
wrote. “Between our Deputy Secretaries and heads of divisions there
are also first class professional and personal relations.” If it was at all
true, as Pik Botha charged, that I was always trying to “‘poison’’ rela-
tions between the two departments, this is hardly the sort of thing to
write in a confidential staff letter. I therefore received permission from
the Public Service Commission and the State Attorney to take Rapport
and Beeld to the Press Council. The Government paid the costs to
have an advocate represent me and the State Attorney provided a rep-
resentative. The Press Council found, absolutely correctly, that there
was no basis for the Rapport story, or Beelds, and the mere fact | used
to work for the magazine did not give them the right to tie me to the
proprietership of the magazine or its editorials. Rapport and Beeld had
to apologise, on the front page, and to pay a stiff fine.

Nothing is more certain to get a newspaper in South Africa to hate
your guts and to vow to get back at you sometime than to force them
to apologise, even for a blatant untruth. Newspapers don’t apologise
like ordinary citizens do. For some reason they believe it will demean
them. Like royalty. From that date on, Beeld tumed against me and
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My guess is that Pik Botha will not be very anxious for the taxpayers’
money to be returned, since his relations with the press are more dear
to him than anything else. And [ guess Beeld will never apologise to
me, because Beeld is above apologising. Just like Pravda never has to
apologise to anyone in Moscow. But I am not so sure about Rapport. [t
may just surprise me. After all, the new editor Wimpie de Klerk is a
man of God. He could not live with such a situation. He would not
hold on to money which belongs to the taxpayer.

To The Point did an excellent job of informing the West about
Africa, and Africa about South Africa. The Erasmus Commission
quoted an English speaking journalist who was opposed to all state
subsidies as saying ‘‘the magazine did a fine job”, Yet, purely because
of rumours, the Erasmus Commission made public the state’s subsidy.
This destroyed the independent reputation of the magazine, embar-
rassed Hubert Jussen, in fact, wasted all the millions the state had in-
vested in the magazine. All of the hard work that had gone into the
building up of an international magazine which did a better job on
Southern African news than Time or Newsweek. In fact, the circulation
of Time and Newsweek fell in total by about 18 000 as readers in
South Africa started buying To The Point.

Overseas, To The Point readers ranged from Cabinet Ministers to
students, and masses of mail were received to express satisfaction that
at long last a magazine existed which objectively presented news-in-
depth on Southern Africa.

From the state’s point of view, its massive subscription to copies for
overseas distribution was a success, whichever way one looked at it. It
was a window in the paper curtain which other countries were trying to
draw in front of South Africa.

It was never necessary to reveal the State's role in To The Point, for
the commission found no evidence of any malpractice on the part of
the Department of Information regarding To The Point. It was, at best,
a colossal blunder on the part of Erasmus, for the commission’s brief
did not include the exposure of projects which it found to be in order.
At worst, it was nothing less than irresponsible nudism.

The fact that the same act of nudism was performed in the case of
the Institute for the Study of Plural Societies and the Foreign Affairs
Association, two organisations which probably did more than any
other single organisation in South Africa to open up channels of direct
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my department, so did Rapport. [ would think they should have acted

differently. They had published those reports, false and untrue in

every sense, knowing they had not heard my side of the story, know-

ing they did even attempt to obtain my views before they rushed into
rint.

« The stiff sentences and the front page apologies created an uproar in

the press.

Years later, | read with utter amazement, that after the publication of
the findings of the Erasmus Commission, Pik Botha actually humbly
apologised to the press “because the Government (and I) had lied to
them about To The Point”. Pik Botha should have had his head
examined. At the very least he should have waited for the State Trust
Board to complete its work before currying favour with the press. No
wonder these papers thought of him as Prime Minister!

I have never lied to the Press Council about To The Point. 1 have
consistently said that | never wrote the editorial concerned. I have
always stated that To The Point did not belong to me, or to the Depart-
ment of Information, or to the Government. The fact that the Depart-
ment of Information also spent tens of thousands of Rands on subs-
criptions to various newspapers (such as Rapport, Beeld, The Star)
and various magazines does not give the Department a proportionate
say in the ownership or editorial policy of these papers. In the Nether-
lands newspapers are subsidised to the tune of millions of Rands by
the State and et these newspapers will be the first to point out their
private ownership and independent editorial position.

Pik Botha not only apologised, but he repaid the money which Rap-
port and Beeld had to pay to the Press Council at the time. In 1982 the
State Trust Board, Parliament’s watchdog and the state's autonomous
investigator of the various Information projects officially found that To
The Point was not the property of the state and that To The Point did
not belong to anyone but the owner, Mr Hubert Jussen. Is Pik Botha
going to ask the newspapers to return the money? Better still, l want to

know whether Beeld and Rapport will voluntarily return the money to
the state? Pik Botha submitted the report of the State Trust Board to
Parliament and Rapport and Beeld did not contest its findings. So the
statement that To The Point was my magazine remains as false as it
‘was at the time the report first appeared as is any allegation that [ had
written the editorial in question.
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communication with hundreds of individual opinion formers and
dozens of organisations in key countries overseas, leads to only one.
logical deduction: the Erasmus Commission, with its former Free State
National Party legal adviser and two public servants as Commission-
ers, could not care a hoot about South Africa’s foreign interests or the
protection of key friends such as Hubert Jussen. Instead they not only
threw the dirty bath water and the baby into the street, but also the
bathroom furniture and fixtures. Their actions, in the commission's
own words, “strengthened the hand of P.W. Botha.” But they were
never asked to strengthen or weaken any politician’s hand. That was
not in their mandate. Making statements such as these exposed the
commission to unkind thoughts that its compulsion to bare so selecti-
vely, was not the product of independent thought. Whatever the case
may be, To The Point’s death, in 1980, can be attributed directly to
the commission’s act of nudism, for had the Erasmus Commission
kept quiet the Government would not have cut off its subsidy. But
once out in the open, there was no way this independent and objective
weekly, the only international news magazine in South Africa, could
survive. The Government cut off its subsidy and Jussen retired to
France, hurt and bitter at all of South Africa for the actions of the Eras-
mus Commission. There will be no other Jussens for South Africa to
turn to. The Erasmus exposures have scared them off, permanently.

Drs Beurt and Corrie-Jane Servaas, owners of The Saturday Even-
ing Post, America's oldest magazine, then made an offer for R500 000
to buy To The Point with the provision that Pik Botha give an unequi-
vocal assurance that To The Point would have the same access to
Cabinet Ministers as any Afrikaans newspaper. Servaas made it clear
he would not require any subsidy from the state. He told Pik Botha
that in his bid to rescue To The Point he had the support of two of the
biggest foreign companies represented in South Africa, one German,
one American. But Pik Botha was adamant. To The Point was a
Mulder-Rhoodie creation (it was not as | have shown) and he could
not give such an assurance. On such personal political vengeance did
South Africa lose an internationally respected news magazine in which
the taxpayer had already invested over R10 million in annual subscrip-
tions.
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is produced as part of the project and exhibition 23 kilograms, curated by Bettina Malcomess featuring additional works by

Donna Kukama, Siemon Allen, and Zen Marie. 25 January - 9 March 2013. West, Groenewegje 136, Den Haag, the Netherlands. The document acts further as a starting point
for participation in the project, Kuns Nou Nou, [Art Now Now], (curated by Anja de Klerk, 1 - 31 March 2013, University of Stellenbosch Museum, Stellenbosch, South Africa).
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